Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 1st
Vigil: The Presentation of The Lord
4:00 PM
Hugh Borg
by the Isabelle family
Sunday, February 2nd
The Presentation of The Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
John & Jack Jerszyk
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, February 3rd
St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, February 4th
8:00 AM
Special Intention
by a Devotee
Wednesday, February 5th
St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family
Thursday, February 6th
St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, February 7th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, February 8th
Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Elcevich & Salafia Families
by their family
Sunday, February 9th
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Jerry & Terry Capone
by Michael Capone & family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family

February 1 - 2, 2020
The Presentation of The Lord
“…they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord...” (Luke
2:22) How seriously do you take being a Catholic? Is “being Catholic”
something I just do when I attend Sunday Mass or attend one of my
parish functions? It’s easy to be Catholic then, it’s harder to be Catholic
when I am out in the world. Would someone recognize you as a Catholic
by the way you act, dress, and talk? How do you present yourself to the
Lord and to others?
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 58:7-10
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Gospel Matthew 5:13-16

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Emergency Special Collection - Next weekend at all Masses we
will take a second collection for relief efforts from the
earthquakes which have hit Puerto Rico. The island has been
devastated and had not fully recovered from the past hurricane.
All money will go directly to Catholic Charities USA to aid in their
relief efforts. Please be a generous as you are able.
LEGACY OF HOPE UPDATE – To date our parish has raised
$160,310 towards our $258,00 goal with only 19% participation,
68 parishioners! Thank you for your pledge and sacrifice for the
campaign!
This past week I sent letters to families that have yet to
contribute. Please consider giving a one-time donation or a
pledge of $1,000 (less than $21 a month) or more spread out
over 48 months. Your help will move us closer to our parish
target and in turn enable us to address multiple repairs and
updates to our church and property. ANY amount of gift or pledge
is appreciated. Please say “yes”. Pledge cards are available at
the entrances of the church and all checks should be made out
to LEGACY OF HOPE.
Time to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press can be turned in
anytime between now and February 21st. - The subscription price
is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week! Please consider
submitting a new subscription or renewing your current one. Stay
informed on what is important in your diocese and around the
world. You should have received a Catholic Free Press envelope
in your bi-monthly giving packets. Thank you.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax Contribution
Statement for your 2019 yearly giving, please call or email the
office. These statements will only be sent out upon request. We
began sending out statements this past week. Please remember
that all donations are credited to your name the date they are
received here in the church office regardless of what date is on
your giving envelope. Thank you.
All Mass Ministers: The new Ministry Schedule has been sent out.
If you did not receive one or want a paper copy, please pick one
up from the sacristy (in the folder behind the door). Thank you.

Dear Friends,
Today we hear the story of Simeon and Anna. And the Gospel tells us that both Simeon and Anna went
to the Temple every day, because both of them believed that one day, they would see the Messiah there. They
went every day! The Gospel says, in a nice way, that they were both older. So this is something that Simeon
and Anna had done for a long time. And of course, as we just heard, they are both rewarded for their Faith
and their perseverance, by the fact that they do get to see Jesus on the day that He is presented to God in the
Temple. God fulfills His promises to Simeon and Anna. All those days, all those trips, all that time they spent
at the Temple, they get to see the Messiah that will save them and us. It must have been quite a day. Simeon
even says, “Lord, now I can go in peace, my eyes have seen the salvation.”
This Feast Day and this story makes us think, how much is God a part of our lives every single day? We
don’t all have to come to the Temple every day, like Simeon and Anna did. And yet shouldn’t there be some
acknowledgment of God every day in our lives? God has also made promises to us, and we have made
promises to Him. How can we remember those promises if we go on day after day without even thinking
about God? This is why we’ve got to find some time for God every in our lives. God wants us in communion
with Him all the time. What if Simeon and Anna decided NOT to go to the Temple that day when Mary and
Joseph brought the child Jesus to the Temple? They would have missed out! Are we missing out on a lot of
great things, all because we’re NOT there for God?
Sometimes we really do need to show up. Sometimes our presence can make all the difference in the
world. Sometimes our prayer life and our relationship with God CAN’T wait and CAN’T be put on the back
burner. Sometimes God wants us right now! We’ve got to make God more and more a part of our daily
lives. What do we have to do to make that happen?
May God bless us on this Feast of the Presentation, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…
AMEN!!!
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
These donations are picked up once a week on Monday’s or as
needed. Many individuals and families rely on your donations.
Please help those in need right in our own community.
Pro-Life Prayer Group - Everyone is invited to pray with us each
week the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary for Life in
thanksgiving for the gift of LIFE and an end to abortion. We will
be meeting in the Divine Mercy Chapel at St. Bernard Parish at
St. Camillus Church, 333 Mechanic St. in Fitchburg at 3 p.m. on
Fridays starting on Feb.14th. What better day to show how
much we love the unborn than by praying for them on
Valentine’s Day! Contact: Ray and Joyce at 978-345-0129 or
aucoinjoyce@gmail.com.
HEALING AFTER DIVORCE: THE ANNULMENT PROCESS
If divorce has put a strain on your relationship with the church,
please join us on Wednesday, February 19th at 7 p.m. in the
church hall at Holy Rosary Church, 135 Nichols St. Gardner for
a presentation on the Annulment Process by Fr. Juan
Echavarria, who works in our diocesan Tribunal. He will clarify
common misconceptions, outline the process and answer
questions about how an Annulment may be able to help you or
a loved one restore their relationship with God and the Church.

Worcester Diocese Tax Information - Please note that Tax
letters were mailed on Wednesday, January 22 to all donors
who gave to Partners in Charity 2019, Legacy of Hope and to
Celebrate Priesthood 2019. This includes all gifts and
payments received between January 1, 2019-December 31,
2019. Our tax letter reflects what was actually received in the
2019 calendar year. This is not to be confused with a pledge
gift amount, which may overlap two calendar years. All gifts over
$250.00 will receive a tax statement listing individual
contributions within that calendar year. If you do not receive a
letter (tax statement) and would like one, please contact the
diocese directly at 508-929-4368.
20th Anniversary Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference
Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are
invited to this important 20th Anniversary Conference,
scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday, March 28. Visit
the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org for
information and to purchase tickets online and elsewhere.
Come and hear dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic
leaders: Scott Hahn (two presentations), Luis Soto and with
Bishop Robert Reed of Boston speaking on the need for
confession. Bishops and priests will hear confessions. Bishop
McManus will offer the Conference Mass. For a Conference
brochure, further information or registration, call Joan DeMasi
at 508-929-4345. Adult tickets are $45 until March 11th,
afterwards $60. Student tickets are always $30.
St Anthony Parish will pay $20 off the ticket price for any
parishioner who wishes to attend. Offer good until March 10th.
Registrations must be received in the church office before
March 10th. Brochures with registration forms are available at
the entrances of the church.

