Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 13th
Vigil: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Emanuel Pagnotto (6th Anniversary)
by his daughters
Daniel Cronin
by Patti Vacca-Martin
Sunday, February 14th
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Mario & Grace Zarrella
by their family
Placido Lacascio
by the Kymalainen Trust
10:30 AM
Joseph Raimo
by his wife Mary
Assunta (Sue) Marabello
by the Borg Family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, February 15th
President’s Day
8:00 AM
Margorie Valera
by a friend
Tuesday, February 16th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, February 17th
Ash Wednesday
8:00 AM
Paula (Goodchild) Gastonguay
by Rose Anne Addorisio
5:30 PM
Deceased Victims of the COVID-19 Virus
by the Nogueira family
Thursday, February 18th
8:00 AM
Gene Boucher
by his friend, George Chaplain
Friday, February 19th
NO MASS
20th

Saturday, February
Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Pelligrino DePiano (Anniversary)
by the Pennetti family
Elaine Paul (3rd Anniversary)
by her children
Sunday, February 21st
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Souls in Purgatory
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
Alfred Zarrella
by his son Dominic
Paula (Goodchild) Gastonguay
by Rose Anne Addorisio
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

February 13 - 14, 2021
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Brothers and sisters, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
everything for the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) Do a quick check
of your priorities. Where does God rank in that list? If He’s not first, you
have some work to do. Putting God first in everything helps us from
putting other “gods” (like our pride, ego, money and possessions) before
God. Before making a decision, ask yourself, “Am I doing this for the
glory of God or for the glory of me?”
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Genesis 9:8-15
Second Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel Mark 1:12-15

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Wednesday February 17th is Ash Wednesday
Below is the schedule of Masses & Ash distribution. Precautions
are in place to insure that ashes are received in a safe manner.
Fr. Juan will explain the simple procedure which includes
individually wrapped/sealed alchol wipes.
8:00 am
5:30 pm
6:30 – 7:00 pm

Mass with Ash Distribution
Mass with Ash Distribution
Drive thru Ash distribution
(similar to drive thru communion)

Collection for Priests' Retirement. - This year on Ash Wednesday,
February 17th, the parishes of our diocese will begin an annual
collection to support the retirement needs of our diocesan
priests. As we begin Lent, a time of deepened prayer, penance
and almsgiving, we ask you to consider supporting the Ash
Wednesday Collection for the retirement costs of our diocesan
priests as part of your Lenten Program. Our 50 retired priests
have faithfully served us in our parishes across the diocese, often
until the retirement age of 75 or older. Now, in their later years
we can express our thanks and ease their concerns by supporting
this Ash Wednesday Collection. On behalf of our retired priests,
we thank you for your support. Review the Retirement Report
Summary found at worcesterdiocese.org to learn more.

Please pray for the souls of
Anna Coleman
&
Paul Orlando
May God grant their families peace.

Dear Friends,
In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear Mark report the miraculous healings that Jesus performed in Galilee.
The Gospel begins with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a disfiguring, infectious skin disease that has been
surrounded by many social and religious taboos throughout history. In 1873, the cause of leprosy, also known as
Hansen’s disease, was identified. We now know that leprosy is caused by a bacterial infection. Although it is infectious,
modern medical studies have shown that transmission is more difficult than previously thought. Since the 1940s,
medical treatments have been available, and the patient no longer needs to be isolated once long-term treatment has
begun.
In Jesus’ time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the behavior of those with leprosy and other skin
diseases. The Law of Moses provided for the examination of skin diseases by the priests, and if leprosy was identified,
the person was declared unclean. People with leprosy lived in isolation from the community. They were instructed to
rip their clothes and to announce their presence with loud cries when moving in the community. If the sores of
leprosy healed, the Law of Moses provided a purification rite that permitted the person to return to the community.
In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, approaching Jesus and asking for healing. In doing
so, the leper violated the religious customs of the day by approaching a person who was clean. His request to Jesus can
be interpreted as a courageous and daring act. The confidence of the leper in Jesus' ability to heal him is evident in the
words of his request. But his words can also be read as a challenge to Jesus, asking just how far Jesus was willing to
extend himself in order to heal someone. While healing the man, Jesus touched him, which also violated established
social norms. This is an important sign of the depth of Jesus' compassion for the man and an important statement
about Jesus' interpretation of the Law of Moses.
Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not break completely with the Law of Moses. He instructed the man
not to tell anyone about the cure and told him to present himself to the priests as prescribed by the Law of Moses. The
first instruction sounds nearly impossible to honor. Certainly, the man would want to share the good news of his
healing, and his quick improvement would require an explanation. The second instruction honors the Law of Moses.
Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There are several
possible explanations for this. There might have been concern about the repercussions of Jesus' breach of social and
religious norms. In touching the man with leprosy, Jesus made himself unclean. Mark's narrative, however, leads to
the conclusion that Jesus' movement was hampered by his popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured man spread
the word about Jesus' healing power. Even when Jesus was in deserted places, people sought him out in search of his
healing.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.

Time to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press is due before February
28th. - The subscription price is $39 per year – that’s only .75
per week! Please consider submitting a new subscription or
renewing your current one. Stay informed on what is important
in your diocese and around the world. If you do not use weekly
envelopes, simply put your $39 check with CFP marked in the
memo area, into a plain envelope and place it in the collection
basket. Thank you.

End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2020 yearly
giving, please call or email the office. These
statements will only be sent out upon request.
All statements requested to-date have been
sent out.

Lenten Adult Faith Formation on Zoom or In Person – St. Mary
Parish, Uxbridge will offer "The Search," an innovative video
series from Augustine Institute which tackles the key questions
of the human heart. Multi-disciplinary experts will address such
issues as life and death, sorrow and happiness, science and
faith, and the meaning and purpose of life. Whether you are a
seeker, tepid in your faith or completely engaged, you will find
this series enlightening. It will take place on Monday nights,
February 15 through March 29, from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. There
will be an in-person class at the parish and a Zoom class
running at the same time. There is no cost for the class, but
there is an optional workbook available for $10. St. Mary Parish
is located in Uxbridge. For more information or to register for
The Search, please email: thesearch@stmaryuxbridge.org. or
visit stmaryuxbridge.org.

Magnificat – There are approximately 30 FREE copies of the
month of February Magnificat at the entrance of the church. If
you are interested, we invite you to take one home with you.
There is no obligation to purchase anything, however, if you like
the monthly prayer magazine there is information inside on how
to become a subscriber.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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