Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 26th
Vigil: Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:00 PM
Francesco Penetti (5th Anniversary)
by his wife & children
Susan Henriksen
by her sister Ann Parisi
Sunday, December 27th
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 AM
Repose of the Souls of Life Care Residents
by Christian & Joycelyn Nogueira
10:30 AM
Roger & Shirley Therrien
by their friend Elena
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, December 28th
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:00 AM
Ernest Secino
by the Secino Trust
Tuesday, December 29th
St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr
8:00 AM
Anthony (Duke) Cali (2nd Anniversary)
by his wife Greta & family
Wednesday, December 30th
8:00 AM
Judy Costello
by Louise Lemmo
Thursday, December 31st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Vigil: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
5:30 PM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
Friday, January 1st
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
World Day of Prayer for Peace
NO MASS
Saturday, January 2nd
Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 PM
Nina (Cali) Amico
by
Sunday, January 3rd
Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
12:30 PM
Parishioners

December 26 - 27, 2020
Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
"“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.” (Colossians
3:13) Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to do. We can’t
give what we don’t have. We need to receive God’s mercy and
forgiveness first before we can give it to others. Go to the sacrament of
Reconciliation and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness. Then, share
give the gift of forgiveness with someone – a family member, a friend or
a co-worker. Pick up the phone or text someone right now.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 60:1-6
Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Drive-up Communion to be held this Sunday, December 27th from
11:30 to noon and the LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is January 1 st. Mass will
be celebrated on Thursday, December 31st at 5:30 pm. The Mass
will also be livestreamed. There is no Mass on Friday.
The Church Office will be closed until Monday, January 4th. We
will be checking phone messages periodically. If you need to
speak to Fr. Juan, please call the rectory. Thank you.
Fr. Juan will be away beginning Monday, January 4th and return
Friday, January 22nd. During Father’s absence, there will be no
weekday morning Masses. Weekend Masses will remain the
same with Fr. Richard Lewandowski celebrating. Please keep Fr.
Juan in your prayers during his time away.

Happy birthday, Jesus! I celebrate your birth and your
life. Thank you for coming to earth as a baby, bringing life
and hope to us all. I surrender to you. May each day be a
celebration of Who you are in my life. In your name, I
pray. Amen.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
WORLD PEACE

Please pray for the soul of
John Condon
May God grant his family peace.

Dear Friends,
In our Gospel today, another couple receives a promise and that promised is also fulfilled. Mary and Joseph bring
their child to the Temple for they were obedient and followed the law of Moses: “Every male that opens the womb shall
be consecrated to the Lord.” They didn’t have the resources to offer a lamb, so they offered “the sacrifice of a pair of
turtle doves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.” The promise made to the
righteous and devout Simeon and the prophetess Anna was also fulfilled! Simeon will not see death before he had seen
the Christ of the Lord… He received more than what was promised! Not only did he see the consolation of Israel, not
only did he see the Christ, but he took him into his arms and blessed God!! Now he can die in peace, for his eyes saw
God’s salvation! A promise was made to Mary: a sword shall pierce her heart… and the promised was later fulfilled.
Simeon and Anna received promises that were fulfilled. They were filled with the spirit and were able to see
things others couldn’t! They saw salvation, peace, redemption, Christ the Savior! Others didn’t recognize it; others only
saw a couple with a child fulfilling a requirement of the law. Mary and Joseph were probably filled with questions… but
with God in their hearts and the hope of a promise. They went back home and “the child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.” Promises fulfilled!
In our own families promises are made. Sometimes they are fulfilled, sometimes they are not. Our families might
not be perfect… probably we have been hurt as we grew up, but we are still called to hope. In the second reading, St.
Paul invites the Colossians and invites us to put on “heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one another.” These are qualities we all need as followers of Christ, as people
who live in a world that has become “smaller” each day.
On this last day of the year and on this great feast of the Holy Family, we hear the call to “put on love… and let
the peace of Christ control [our] hearts, the peace into which [we] were also called in one body. And be thankful.” May
we always learn from the God who is our shield and who is always faithful to the promises He has made.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
FR. JUAN’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Christmas is a day for us to remember God’s merciful love.
Through Jesus, we come to know who God really is – He is
Love. God’s love is extended to everyone, including the
marginalized … and especially the poor and the homeless.
In Jesus, we are given a home – a place where we experience
forgiveness, mercy, and love. This is what we celebrate on
Christmas: God, our welcoming Father, giving us a place in
His heart.
As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, we
remember how God first gave a home to the marginalized by
being born in a stable. As we re-create the stable, I ask that
you take part in providing a “roof” for the Holy Child. This
Christmas let us be mindful of those who are in need of our
welcome – a family member, a friend, a co-worker, a fellow
parishioner. Let us make room in our hearts for forgiveness
and love and reach out to those who are asking for them.
In addition, Pope Francis keeps reminding us not to forget
the poor. During this season of giving, let us also find time to
help the needy. Let us extend God’s gift of generosity by
helping in one of the soup kitchens, preparing a meal or a
food basket for a family in need, visiting, or giving a call to
the sick. Through these simple actions, we are able to bring
Christ to others this Christmas.
May the Gracious God, who has gifted us with His Son, bless
you and your family now and always.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Sincerely yours,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Knights of Columbus. Council # 15962 - If you are a Catholic
man interested in male fellowship, deepening your faith with
other men as well as being of Christian service in the Fitchburg
community. Please consider the Knights of Columbus. Our
Council has a presence at both St. Anthony and St. Camillus in
Fitchburg. We are a group of men who enjoy smiling, laughing
and being of service. We meet monthly, on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month at 7pm.currently on Zoom. Please contact Dave
Poles at davidpoles137@yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

Francesco Michael Pennetti
Was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ. Welcome!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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