Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 15th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Madalena & Donato DiZuzio
by their niece
Guy & Nancy Badagliacca
by their family
Sunday, December 16th
Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Joseph & Lucille (Fasano) Revolti
by Jean & Lonny Williams
10:30 AM
Louie Marrella
by his daughter Diane
Jane & Sue LeBlanc
by Ed & Sue Cronin
12:30 PM
African Community Mass
Monday, December 17th
7:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Anthony Parish
Tuesday, December 18th
7:00 AM
Deceased of the Regan Family
by George & Pat Carpenter
Wednesday, December 19th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, December 20th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, December 21st
St. Peter Canisus, Priest & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 22nd
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Francesco Pennetti (2nd Anniversary)
by his wife & family
Salvatore Greco & Joseph Alteri, Sr. Families
by Mary Alteri & family
Sunday, December 23rd
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Louis J. Perla (24th Anniversary)
by his family
J. Marilyn Romano
by her husband Bob & family
10:30 AM
Louis Buratti Jr, & Ralph Buratti
by their family
Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by their family
11:45 PM
Baptism: Emma Josephina & Mia Seraphina
Melanson and Jiovanni Giuseppe Aiesi
12:30 PM
African Community Mass

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family

December 15 - 16, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” (PHILIPPIANS
4:6) St. Paul reminds us that our God is an abundant God, the ultimate
giver of gifts. He promises to give us all that we need. When we trust
that God will take care of us, it is easier for us to share what we have
been given.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Micah 5:1-4a
Second Reading Hebrew 10:5-10
Gospel Luke 1:39-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Mass Times for Christmas:
Monday, December 24, 2018
Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Christmas Eve: 4:00 & 9:00 PM Christmas Day: 10:30 AM
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT – We are happy to announce that the
African Community, that has held Masses here for more than 7
years, recently increased Mass times from once a month to twice
a month and now will be holding Mass every week as part of our
growing community here at St. Anthony Church! Beginning
January 7th Masses will be Sunday at 12:30 every week. All
parishioners are welcome to attend these Masses. On the fourth
week of the month, Mass will be said in English with Fr. Juan. For
questions, please speak with Fr. Juan.
If you took a tag from our Giving Tree you and
did not return it yet, you MUST return your gift
NO LATER than Tuesday morning, December
18th. All agencies will have one last opportunity
for pick up. After that day/date, you will have to
deliver your gift to the agency yourself as no additional pick-ups
are scheduled. Please return your gift with the tag securely
attached. Thank you to all of you for you continued compassion
and generosity!
HELP NEEDED: We are looking for individuals to help with the
final preparations for Christmas, including flower placement and
the decorating of the tree. This is also when the Nativity Scene
is set up. Strong individuals are needed! If you can spare 45
minutes on Monday, December 24th at 9:30 AM, please call
Sandy Champa at 978-855-1644. Thank you.

Collection Report for Month of November 2018
Sunday Offerings
$17,469
Building & Maintenance
1,557
*Other Income
23,876
TOTAL
$42,902
**Expenses
24,926
Net Income
$17,976
*Other Income = Gifts, Mass Stipends, Rental, Fairs, all Other
**Expenses = Utilities, Repairs/Maintenance (including snow/grounds),
Property & Health Insurances, Salaries, Church Supplies, Parish Office
Administration, Religious Education, all Other

Dear Friends,
This Sunday we lit the third candle of our Advent Wreath. The rose color signifies "rejoicing." St. Paul tells
us to "rejoice in the Lord always." He doesn't say, "rejoice when things go your way." Or "rejoice when you are
feeling good." No, he simply says, "rejoice always." always rejoice. St. Paul himself gives the reason in the second
sentence: "Your kindness should be known to all." Inner joy leads to kindness. The person who goes around sullen,
angry and bitter has a hard time treating others with kindness. On the contrary, the angry person often treats others
harshly. St. Paul presents joy, constant joy, as not just a good thing, but as a duty.
Rejoice always, he says.
Today's Gospel outlines the steps to joy. When people asked St. John the Baptist what they must do, he
gives some surprising advice. You might expect that he would tell people to put on sack cloth and join him in the
desert. But he doesn't. He gives very ordinary advice: Share with the person who has less, don't cheat, tell the truth,
no false accusations, find satisfaction in what you have.
You could get the same advice from the Buddha, Socrates, Lao-Tse or any good teacher. John is not
inventing new moral precepts. He speaks from the universal moral law - a law "written in the human heart." All of
us know the moral law because we have something in us called a "conscience."
Rejoice always! Joy is a Christian duty. It enables us to treat others with deep kindness. St. John teaches
the basic steps to joy: First, obeying one's conscience, that is, strive to keep the moral law. Second, humility: Find
your proper place in the order of things - above all, in relation to God. Third, practice patient waiting - joy comes
from God, not our meager efforts. Three things, then: Good conscience, humility and patience.
"Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice. Your kindness should be known to all."
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - We are collecting items for the “Head to Toe
Personal Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. We will continue to conduct
this collection one weekend each month, but you may bring
them earlier if needed. Thank you in advance for your
generosity.
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This collection supports the St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected every
Monday morning.
Annual Christmas Concert to be held at St. Bernard at St.
Camillus Church on Sunday, December 16th beginning at 1pm.
The concert is free, and refreshments will follow in the church
hall. All are invited.
Women’s Group in Worcester - A new Endow group is convening
in Worcester starting on Jan. 11, 2019 at 8 pm. This is a small
group for women of all ages interested in growing in faith,
community, and knowledge of the Church's teachings on
women. The group will meet weekly on Friday evenings at 8 pm
in the home of Sarah Berry (a parishioner at St. John's,
Worcester). Our first study will be Pope John Paul II's Letter to
Women. For more information, or to sign up, visit

https://endowgroups.org/groups/worcester-group-2. You may
also contact Sarah at sarahlizberry@gmail.com or 214-6323399.
Online Giving – The end of the year is fast approaching. Did you
know that you can set up your church donations for the coming
year using our online donation site? Our weekly collection as
well as building & maintenance (available for either weekly or
monthly donations) and all the diocesan collections are listed
there for you to decide if and when you would like to donate.
Once set up, you can have peace of mind that you don’t have to
remember a checkbook or envelope while in church. You can
always change or stop a payment at any time. If you haven’t
tried it out yet, log on to our website and from there follow the
easy prompts to see what it’s all about. No commitment is
necessary while you navigate through our offerings. If you have
questions, please call the office during regular office hours.
Thank you.

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday)
if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there
will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our
parishioners safe and off the roads. Thank you.
Advent Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
This is my one word prayer: PEACE.
I can’t see ahead. I don’t know what to do.
Here are all my fears and my questions… [share yours]
I want to experience your perfect peace.
Let it be with me. Just as you say.
Hold me, God, so I can hear you whisper to me, "You don't have
to know the way. I do."
In Jesus' name, Amen
~ Bonnie Gray, from “Praying for Perfect Peace When We Can't
See How”
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Space
Available

Lunenburg, MA 01462
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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