Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 12th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Robuccio & Sicard Families
by their families
Guy & Nancy Badagliacca & son Paul
by their family
Sunday, December 13th
Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
10:30 AM
Evelyn Aviles
by her husband Eduardo Beltran
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, December 14th
St. John of the Cross, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Mickie Burke
by Jo Belli
Tuesday, December 15th
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by Nogueira Family
Wednesday, December 16th
8:00 AM
Jeri DiMassi
by Louise Lemmo
Thursday, December 17th
8:00 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
Friday, December 18th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 19th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Madelena & Donato DiZuzzio (Anniversary)
by their niece
Agnes Clear
by Peter & Linda Allaire
Sunday, December 20th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Norman Guilmette
by his wife & family
10:30 AM
Louis & Domenica Perla (Anniversary)
by their family
Giulio Balducci
by Isabella Cataldo
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Francesco Michael Pennetti
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Louis J. Buratti
by Tee & his daughters

December 12 - 13, 2020
Third Sunday of Advent
" Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16 18) This scripture reading sums up Stewardship. “Rejoice always”
means place your trust in God; He will provide all that you need. “Pray
constantly” means prayer should be a running conversation with God
throughout the whole day, every day. “Give thanks in all circumstances”
means even in bad situations, thank God. Suffering a little bit helps
build empathy for others in similar situations and shows our dependence
on God
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 14a, 16
Second Reading Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Luke 1:26-38

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Christmas Eve – Thursday, December 24
Mass at 4:00 & 7:00 Both Masses Livestreamed on Facebook
Christmas Day – Friday, December 25
Mass at 10:30 only – also Livestreamed on Facebook
Due to the current restrictions, there remains a limit on the
number of people allowed into the church (approximately 75).
Although Fr. Juan would very much like to see you at Mass, he
does not want to have to turn anyone away due to a capacity
issue. If you have not already been attending Mass regularly,
Father encourages you to stay home and watch, joining other
friends and family online. Please help spread the word!
WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP!
This year we were asked to conduct our gift
giving for Catholic Charities (approximately
75 children) and Montachusett Home
Health Care (approximately 25 elders) in a
different way. There are several options for
buying and returning your gift.
Catholic Charities.
If you can help, we ask you to please call the office by this
Wednesday thru December 16th (Monday – Wednesday 9-3) and
request a name to purchase a gift for a child from Catholic
Charities.
Catholic Charities: Catholic Charities of Worcester County, 196
Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978-840-0696).
Montachusett Home Care has requested only gift cards be
purchased. If possible, from places like Market Basket, or
Walmart or Target where the recipients can purchase groceries
or other goods in one place. Of course, any gift cards are
appreciated, and they have multiple choices at your local grocery
store or CVS etc. They are not providing names this year. Please
send or bring gift cards directly to them at 680 Mechanic Street,
Leominster, MA 01453 (978-466-1508). They are looking for a
total of 25 gift cards. Please call before you go.

Dear Friends,
This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our reflection on the person and mission of John the Baptist. Today
we depart from the Gospel of Mark and read a selection from the Gospel of John.
The Gospel for today combines a brief passage from the prologue to John’s Gospel with a report about John the
Baptist. As in Mark’s Gospel, the Gospel of John contains no birth narrative. Instead, John’s Gospel begins with a
theological reflection that has come to be called the “prologue.” This prologue places the story of Jesus in its
cosmological framework. It speaks of Jesus’ existence with God since the beginning of time. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is
presented as the fulfillment of the Old Testament and the culmination of the Word, the light that is coming into the
world’s darkness.
Following In this prologue, John reports on the ministry of John the Baptist. We learn about the attention that
John the Baptist received from the Jewish authorities. Messengers from the Jewish priests, the Levites, and the Pharisees
question John about his identity and the meaning of the baptisms that he is performing. John’s Gospel uses these
questions to establish the relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist. John the Baptist is not the Messiah, nor is he
Elijah or the Prophet. In John’s denials, we hear echoes of the kind of messianic expectations that were common in firstcentury Palestine.
The only affirmative response that John the Baptist gives is when he quotes the prophet Isaiah. Upon answering
the next question, John announces that the savior they seek is already among them, but as yet unrecognized. John’s
response highlights for us an important Advent theme: Jesus has already come into the world as our savior. During
Advent, we pray that we will be able to recognize Jesus’ presence in our midst. Advent also reminds us that Jesus will
come again to fulfill the promise of salvation. We pray that we will continue to be watchful as we anticipate that great
day.
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a Latin word that means “rejoice,” is taken
from the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s Mass. This theme is echoed in today’s second reading from the First Letter to
the Thessalonians. It is a reminder that Advent is a season of joy because our salvation is already at hand.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Retirement Fund for the Religious –Collection THIS weekend,
December 12-13th. Bishop McManus says “I recognize this is
but one of numerous worthy causes in need of assistance; I ask
simply that you consider giving to those who have given a
lifetime. If you are unable to give during Mass, please mail your
offertory envelope to your parish. In thanksgiving for their
faithful service, please join me in supporting the Retirement
Fund for Religious and in praying for God’s blessing on our
nation’s elderly and infirm religious women and men.”
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.

Please pray for the soul of
Sadie Arsenault
May God grant her family peace.

Knights of Columbus. Council # 15962 - If you are a Catholic
man interested in male fellowship, deepening your faith with
other men as well as being of Christian service in the Fitchburg
community. Please consider the Knights of Columbus. Our
Council has a presence at both St. Anthony and St. Camillus in
Fitchburg. We are a group of men who enjoy smiling, laughing
and being of service. We meet monthly, on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month at 7pm.currently on Zoom. Please contact Dave
Poles at davidpoles137@yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.
Thanksgiving Pie Sale Update – I want to thank everyone who
purchased pies a few weeks ago for Thanksgiving. Whether you
bought them for yourself or to deliver to friends, I cannot thank
you enough for your support of the parish. Many of you said
“keep the change” which added to the total profit. It was a win,
win – you received a delicious home-baked pie and the parish
received 100% of the proceeds!
I want to thank in a special way Patty Vacca-Martin for her
dedication and baking. She made over 100 pies! Also, thanks
go to Martha LaLancette for the donation of many pounds of
apples and Gail Lassila & the other “Hospitality Ladies” that
helped with deliveries. The parish received $1,477 from the
proceeds of the pies. I could not have imagined how successful
this would be. Thank you, thank you. God bless you all!
Third Week of Advent Prayer
Lord God, may we, your people, who look
forward to the birthday of Christ experience the
joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with
love and thanksgiving. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. - Author Unknown

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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