Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 7th
Vigil: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Michelina Burt (1st Anniversary)
by her family
Sunday, August 8th
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz & Fenaida Ruiz (1st Ann..)
by their brother Jose & sister Rosa
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family
10:30 AM
Madonna della Cava
by the Society Members
Renewal of Marriage Vows: 50 Years!
Terry & Patty Martin
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, August 9th
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
Michelina Burt (1st Anniversary)
by a Friend
Tuesday, August 10th
St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
8:00 AM
Joseph & Mary Crisafulli
by the Crisafulli Trust
Wednesday, August 11th
St. Claire, Virgin
8:00 AM
Josephine Bevilaqua Lacascio
by the Kymalainen Trust
Thursday, August 12th
St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious
8:00 AM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Friday, August 13th
Saints Pontian, Pope & Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
NO MASS
Saturday, August 14th
10:00 AM
BAPTISMS Declan Nicholas Person
Bridget Anne Owens
11:00 AM
Alivya Hernandez

August 7 - 8, 2021
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
" Get up and eat or the journey will be too much for you!” (1 KINGS 19:7)
God knows that committing to a stewardship lifestyle is
difficult. However, we were not designed to do it on our own, we need
His help. Fortunately, God gave us the greatest gift of all, His son,
Jesus. Through the gift of the Eucharist we join our sacrifice with the
sacrifice of the Holy Mass and receive the strength and courage to be
His joyful disciples.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Revelations 11:19a; 12:1-6,10ab
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-27
Gospel Luke 1:39-56

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Summer Office Hours are in Effect:
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.

Welcome Back Fr. Juan! Fr. Juan
has returned from his visit home
with family & friends. We pray that
he has had a restful stay and it has
rejuvenated him.
Father has
brought his mother Carmen back to
stay with him for a while at the
rectory. Please extend a very warm welcome to her! We wish her
pleasant weather and wonderful memories to hold in her heart.
Welcome to St. Anthony’s family Carmen! Bienvenidos a St.
Anthony family Carmen!

Vigil: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
4:00 PM
The Antocci & Yapchian Families
by the Macchio family

THANK YOU!!
Special Request Answered: To those of you who were previously
taping your weekly collection envelopes shut, thank you for
listening to our request. It is so much easier and efficient for the
counters of the weekly collections now that they don’t have to
fight with the tape
. Your attention to our plea is much
appreciated!

Sunday, August 15th
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz
by his brother Jose & sister Rosa
Paul DiBenedetto (1st Anniversary)
by his family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - Now,
more than ever, we ask that you continue to
contribute to the good works of St. Francis Food
Pantry as well as Catholic Charities Women’s
Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will continue to
support these ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items
and place them in the collection bins at the entrances of the
church.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
50th Wedding Anniversary of Terry & Patty Martin
by Elena Valeri

CORRECTION: Please join us in
wishing Deacon Sal Tantillo a
happy & blessed 75th birthday!
If you know of someone who is
celebrating a birthday and

would like to have us keep them in prayer, please call and/or
leave a message at the office.

Dear Friends,
On this Sunday, we continue to read from the “Bread of Life discourse” found in the sixth chapter of John’s
Gospel. Recall that we have been reading from this chapter for the past two weeks and will continue to read from it for
another two. Last week, the crowd asked for a sign that would show that Jesus came from God. Jesus replied by saying
that he is the sign and the bread of life sent by God. At this point, our Lectionary omits six verses in which Jesus predicts
the unbelief of the crowd and further develops his connection with God the Father. In these verses, Jesus says that he
was sent by God to do the Father’s will. Jesus promises that those who look upon the Son with faith will find eternal life.
Some of these themes are repeated in today’s Gospel reading.
Today’s Gospel begins with a report that the Jews complained about Jesus’ claims regarding his identity. They
knew his family, and they knew he was the son of Joseph. They could not comprehend what Jesus meant when he said
that he came down from heaven. Jesus responds to the complaints by saying that only those who are chosen by God will
recognize him as the one that God sent. This is a recurring theme in John’s Gospel, that God has chosen those who will
have faith in Jesus.
In the verses that follow, Jesus talks more about his unity with the Father. He is the one who has seen the Father
and, therefore, knows the Father. Those who listen to God will recognize that Jesus is the one sent from God. Those who
believe will have eternal life. Jesus concludes with the central element of our eucharistic theology. He promises that the
bread of life will bring eternal life to those who partake of it, and he tells us that the bread of life will be his own flesh,
given for the life of the world.
In today’s reading, we hear Jesus say again, as he did in last week's Gospel, that he is the bread of life. We also
hear Jesus add that he is the living bread. Both of these statements help us understand better the gift that Jesus gives us
in the Eucharist. We celebrate this gift of Jesus each time we gather for Mass. We believe that receiving Jesus in the
Eucharist will lead us to eternal life.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Adoration in Gardner - Annunciation Parish is adding a period of
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Monday evenings at
Holy Spirit Church, 50 Lovewell St. at the request of a number
of parishioners. Everyone is welcome - including anyone who is
regularly attending Adoration in another parish or looking for an
additional weekly opportunity to spend with the Lord Monday
evenings from 6 - 8 pm.

Chicken BBQ - Fitchburg Knights of Columbus will be having a
chicken BBQ on Sunday, August 22nd from noon until 2:00 PM.
Menu will consist of half a chicken, baked potato, corn-on-thecob, and coleslaw. Tickets are $12 and must be purchased in
advance. They are available at the Knights on Electric Ave. from
noon until 7:30 daily. DEADLINE for tickets is August 18th. NO
tickets at the door. All proceeds benefit Knights charities.

Worcester Diocese Night at the Bravehearts - Join with friends
from around the Diocese for a family-friendly night of baseball
at the Worcester Bravehearts on Friday, August 13th as they
play the Nashua Silver Knights! Game Time at 6:30 pm Fireworks following the game! All you can eat Buffet begins at
5:30 pm: hotdogs, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, veggie
burgers, chicken Sandwich, chips, pickles, pasta salad, potato
salad, soda, bottled water. Ice cream bar, cash bar
available. Ticket Price which includes ticket to the game, all you
can eat buffet, a Bravehearts hat voucher and as always
parking is free in the adjoining garage. Enter at the first
driveway to Holy Cross at College Square. $27.00 Adults;
$18.00 Children age 3 - 12; Free for Kids age 2 and under.
DEADLINE TO ORDER TICKETS - end of day Wednesday, August
11.
Tickets
can
be
purchased
online
at
worcesterdiocese.org/bravehearts. Purchased tickets to be
picked up at will call day of game just outside entrance gate.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE – Catholic Charities has reached out to
ask our help with needed
supplies for students. “Like every
year, the Back to School Program
is important. Each fall, the school
supply lists grows, and families
struggle to find a way to ensure
their children have the necessary
items required. Our goal is to give children a sense of normalcy
and to be on the same footing as their peers by providing them
with vital supplies. We thank you for your help. These supplies
benefit K – 12 students throughout our service area.”

Enjoy the summer but don’t take a vacation from prayer!

•
•
•
•

Erasers, Colored Pencils, Crayons, Markers
Highlighters Filler paper wide rule, 2-Pocket Folders
1-2 inch Binder, Glue sticks, Pencils
Dry Eraser Marker, Rulers, Scissors

If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
NEXT weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you, any
items are appreciated and will be put to good use.

