Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Summer Hours:
June – September (Labor day week)
Monday – Thursday 9-1 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

LORD’S DAY MASSES
WEEKDAY MASSES

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00 (suspended during

the Summer months)

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION
BAPTISM OF INFANTS

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 4th
Vigil: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Josephine Bevilaqua-Lacascio
by the Kymalainen Trust
Sunday, August 5th
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family
10:30 AM
Sammy Ramondelli
by Mary, Elena & Willie
Monday, August 6th
The Transfiguration of the Lord
7:00 AM
Nazzareno & Maria Belli
by their family
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
Tuesday, August 7th
St. Sixtus II, Pope and Companions, Martyrs
7:00 AM
Gary Sicard
by his family
Wednesday, August 8th
St. Dominic, Priest
7:00 AM
Sally & George Fava
by their family
Thursday, August 9th
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin & Martyr
7:00 AM
Joseph Marrone
by his daughter
Friday, August 10th
St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
7:00 AM
NO MASS
11th

Saturday, August
Vigil: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Carmello Lemmo
by his wife Louise

August 4-5, 2018
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily portion; thus
will I test them, to see whether they follow my instructions or not.”
(EXODUS 16:4) When the Israelites gathered more than their daily
portion of manna, the surplus became wormy and rotten. In the same
way today, self-reliance, pride and ego lead to hoarding and excessive
surplus of goods and money. Living a stewardship lifestyle helps us
discern our “wants” from our “needs.” Living a generous lifestyle
reminds us that God will provide all that we need and that we have plenty
to share.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Kings 19:4-8
Second Reading Ephesians 4:30-5:2
Gospel John 6:41-51

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Madonna della Cava Society will hold a meeting on Monday
evening at 6:30 in the church hall on August 6. All are welcome
to help with the final preparations for the Feast.

10th Annual Madonna della Cava Celebration will be held Sunday
August 12th beginning at 10:00 AM with a procession from
outside at the entrance of the School to the church, followed by
celebration of the Mass at 10:30. After the Mass the Feast will
continue in the church hall with Italian food & music. Please plan
to join us!
If you would like to donate pastries, help the day of the Feast or
make a monetary contribution, please call Elena Valeri @ 979413-2137 or Patty Vacca Martin @ 978-602-4919. Your help will
be greatly appreciated. Thank you!

A Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 13th
at 6:30 in the church hall. Come and meet the council members.
One of the topics for discussion will be a Parish Christmas Fair
planned for early December. Now’s the time to get re- involved in
our parish life. All parishioners are welcome!

Sunday, August 12th
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention

Homebound Parishioners: If you know of any parishioner who is
homebound or in a nursing home and would like to receive the
Eucharist, please call the office at 978-342-4706 or email
Rosalyn Piro directly at homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net. .

10:30 AM

Collection for the Church in Eastern Europe will be taken up at all
Masses next weekend.

Madonna della Cava
by Members of the Madonna della Cava
Society

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Gary Sicard
by his family

Please pray for the soul of
Frances Petrucci
who died recently.
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
Sometimes we ask ourselves: What do I want out of life? The answer to this question is very, very important. If
we are starving for food, we will surely answer that we want food. If we are prisoners and being tortured, surely, we
will answer that we want freedom. So often our answers can be a clear response to the things that we most lack in life.
In many countries and among many peoples, there are enormous lacks of those material goods that make life
livable. But even in countries and among people who seem to have most everything, there are needs.
Perhaps it is when we have most things that we can ask ourselves: What do I want out of life? If I already
enough food, do I want more? If I have freedom, can I have even more freedom? Do I want a bigger and better home
and more money? What do I want?
In the Gospel, people begin to follow Jesus and He realizes that they are following Him because He was able to
give them bread. They do not recognize that when He gave them bread, there was a great sign being presented about
God’s relationship to the world.
If someone is starving to death, that is not the time to preach fasting to them! If I am starving with them,
perhaps I can speak about God. But if I have food and they are starving, there is no way that I can preach the Gospel to
them.
Today’s readings challenge us to consider our own lives, what we have, what we lack and what we want. Am I
seriously hungry to spiritual food? Do I confuse the goods of this life with serious spiritual food? Am I willing to give
up my life in order to receive bread from heaven? Am I willing to suffer in this life for the sake of true spiritual food?
Am I willing to accept whatever happens in my life and seek God alone?
May this Sunday open our hearts and our minds to the divine presence. May we desire God’s presence with
our whole being and do whatever is necessary to seek God’s mercy and compassion!
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Bus Trip to the North End Planned! – If there is enough interest,
a bus trip is planned for a trip to Boston’s North End to celebrate
the Feast of St. Anthony on Sunday, August 26th. The round-trip
bus fare is $25 – paid in advance. The bus will leave from the
Double Tree Hotel in Leominster at 8:30 AM and return at 6:00
PM. If interested, please contact Patty Vacca-Martin at 978602-4919 or Elena Valeri at 978-413-2137 for further details.
Don’t delay, call today!
Church Summer Office Hours in Effect
Office hours are Monday – Thursday from 9:00 – 1:00pm. All
items for the bulletin need to be submitted by Monday morning.
Thank you.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of our church. They are collected every Monday morning.
Distinguished Bernardian Gala - The Bernardian Charitable
Foundation will host the Distinguished Bernardian Gala on
Saturday, September 29th at the Double Tree in Leominster.
Cocktails at 6pm Dinner and Ceremony at 7pm. This year's
inductees are: Mary (Nally) Whitney ’53 ; Karen (St. Cyr) Leger
’65 ; Claire (DiNatale) Freda ‘66 :William McSheehy ‘66 : Fr.
Wayne Berndt, OFM Cap. ‘72 :Martha McKittrick ‘ 79 R.D.,
C.D.E. Colonel David Schmitt USA ’88 : Nathan Bilotta ‘93 : CDR
Michael Norton ‘93 USN, Ph.D. Tickets are $60 per person and
may be purchased through September 14th at
https://stbernardscchs.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities.

Catholic Charities Needs Our Help – Most of us think of Catholic
Charities as the folks that ask for our help with children’s gifts
at Christmas time. They are so much more. They help countless
families all year long. Below is a new program that they have
begun but need help. Our Parish will contribute monthly to this
very worthy program. Please consider the following.
Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry. Is a
program established to provide personal hygiene items and
toiletries for low income individuals and families. Current SNAP
guidelines exclude personal hygiene items from allowable
purchases. These restrictions have had a profound impact,
because clients are exposed to greater health and emotional
risks, and poor hygiene habits lead to fewer employment
opportunities, which forces participants to make difficult
choices.
Please, if you are able, bring in one or two items. August items
will be collected by the 20th with a monthly collection thereafter.
We will have one box clearly labeled at the front of the church
so as not to be confused with our food pantry collections. Any
items you can donate will be so appreciated by the recipients.
Thank you. The following items are needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.

Our Lady of the Lake 43rd Annual Parish Bazaar September 78, Friday 5-10PM & Saturday 12-10PM. Friday night:
Crossroads Band, Saturday, DJ Ray Richards. Kids Alley, giant
slide, obstacle course, dunk tank, International food,
homemade pie & ice cream, Country Store and much more. For
information call the church or check them out on Facebook.

