Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Abbreviated
Office Hours:
Thursday 9-3
Monday – Wednesday
9-1(closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 29th
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Robuccio & Sicard Families
by their families
Sunday, August 30th
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Giulio Balducci
by nieces Martha & Phyllis
10:30 AM
Silvia Zenaida Ruiz
by her sister Rosie Mejia
Leo & Annette Richard
by Ed & Sue Coronin & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, August 31st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, September 1st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, September 2nd
8:00 AM
Giulio & Antoinette Balducci
by the Macchio family
Thursday, September 3rd
St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Charles DiGeronimo & his sister Grace Clark
by the Macchio family
Friday, September 4th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, September 5th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deacon Joe Clonan
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Francis “Fran” LeClair
by a Friend
Sunday, September 6th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Michael DiVencenzo
by Louie & Ann Amico
10:30 AM
Jacquelyn Kuffel, Luis Jose Torres
& Virginia Waititu
Fully initiated into the Catholic Church Today
12:00 NOON BAPTISM: Hannalee Joy &
Lincoln Chance Souvannadeth
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
For Favors Granted
by Queenie Smith

August 29 - 30, 2020
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
"What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit
his life?” (Matthew 16:26) St. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember,
you are what you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.” We often
forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our time, talent,
and treasure to gain more of the world’s riches. We need to set our
priorities based on God’s values and not the values of the material world.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
Second Reading Romans 13:8-10
Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Next
weekend will have our monthly Building &
Maintenance collection at all Masses. If
you are not physically attending Mass and
have not been contributing to this
collection by mail, we ask you to please
consider giving what you can.
Special appreciation to those who have been faithfully mailing in
Weekly and Building & Maintenance offerings. Remember, you
can do this weekly or save a stamp and envelope and send them
in monthly! Also, your contributions can be from one check. No
need to send a separate check for each week/collection. Either
way you choose, please continue, our parish relies on your
support! THANK YOU
Weekend Mass continues to be livestreamed on Facebook at 4
pm on Saturday as well as broadcast on FATV each Sunday at 2
pm on Comcast Ch. 8 & Verizon Ch. 35

Attention Parents of Young Grade School Children: If you would
like fun weekly lessons on the Gospel readings, we have received
a limited number of FREE copies of MagnifiKid! These copies
come in a packet that contains the four weeks of September to
help children pray and follow Sunday Mass. They are intended for
children in kindergarten through grade 6. They will be located at
the main entrance of the church and will are available on a firstcome basis. Please take a packet home (1 per family with young
children only) and use them as a fun teaching tool while we are
waiting to begin our Religious Education Program here at St.
Anthony. More Religious Education information will be coming in
the weeks ahead on a start date, day & time as well as how the
classes will be conducted, either in person or virtual or a
combination of both.
Registration for Religious Education is ongoing for grades 1-8 and
for high school students wishing to prepare for confirmation.
Please call the office to register. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel continues the story that began in last weekend’s Gospel. Simon Peter was called the “rock”
upon which Jesus would build his Church, and yet Peter continues to show the limitations of his understanding of
Jesus’ identity. Now that the disciples have acknowledged that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus confides in them the
outcome of his ministry: he must suffer and die in Jerusalem to be raised on the third day. Peter rejects this prediction,
and Jesus rebukes him severely, calling him “Satan.” In opposing this aspect of Jesus’ mission, Peter shows that he is
no longer speaking based on the revelation from God but as a human being. Jesus then teaches all of the disciples
about the difficult path of discipleship: to be Christ’s disciple is to follow in his way of the cross.
Peter could not yet understand what it meant to call Jesus the Messiah. It is unlikely that the other disciples
understood any better. Messianic expectations were a common aspect of first-century Judaism. Under Roman
occupation, many in Israel hoped and prayed that God would send a Messiah to free the Jews from Roman oppression.
The common view was that the Messiah would be a political figure, a king that would free Israel from Roman rule.
This is perhaps what Peter envisioned when he was led to recognize Jesus as the Messiah. In this passage, however,
Jesus is beginning to teach his disciples that he would be the Messiah in a different way.
Jesus would be more like the suffering servant described by the prophet Isaiah than the political liberator.
Those who would be Jesus' disciples would be called to a similar life of service. Perhaps this is what Peter feared most
in Jesus’ prediction of his Passion. He whom Jesus had called “rock” would also be called upon to offer himself in
sacrifice and service to others. Christian leaders today are still called to sacrifice and serve others as Jesus did.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Is it too late to send gifts in for
Partners in Charity 2020?
No, we only ask that all gifts for
Partners in Charity 2020 kindly be
forwarded through the addressed to
Partners in Charity: 49 Elm Street
Worcester, MA 01609 by no later than Saturday, September
5th to be included in this year’s final figure. Please note that
you are from St. Anthony, FITCHBURG. Gifts received in the mail
after the 8th of September will go towards the 2021
Appeal. The deadline for online gifts is Monday, September 7th.
On behalf of the many thousands of people who are impacted
by the agencies and ministries supported by Partners in Charity,
allow me to express my sincere gratitude to all of you who
responded to this year’s appeal.
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that
you continue to contribute to the good works
of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic
Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries Pantry.
Our Parish will continue to support these ongoing collections.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations are
picked up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many
individuals and families rely on your donations. Please help
those in immediate need right in our own community.

Olivia Katherine Moretto
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May she, along with her parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone "Virtual"!
To support married couples during this time of social distancing,
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a virtual marriage
experience called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This
Enrichment Experience will meet via Zoom for seven sessions
on Monday evenings September 14 to October 26 from 7-9:30
PM. Couples will explore their individual personality styles,
improve listening and communication skills, understand God’s
plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship
a priority. Registration is limited and a $50 application fee is
required. For more information call the O’Leary’s at 800-7109963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

Please pray for the soul of
Paul DiBenedetto
who died this past week.
May God grant his family peace.

BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES ARE
NEEDED – Catholic Charities has
reached out to ask if our St. Anthony
community could help with just a few
items needed for students.
Folders, Notebooks, Crayons & Pencils are being requested.
If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
NEXT weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you for
your continued generosity to our neighbors!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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