Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 28th
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
David Papa
by his Auntie G
Joseph S. Altieri, III
by Nancy & Stanley Howe
Sunday, August 29th
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz
by his brother Juan & sister Rosa
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, August 30th
8:00 AM
For the Intentions of Pauline Sala
by Dennis LeBlanc
Tuesday, August 31st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, September 1st
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation
8:00 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz
by his brother Juan & sister Rosa
Thursday, September 2nd
8:00 AM
Antoinette & Julio Balducci
by the Macchio family
Friday, September 3rd
St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church
NO MASS
Saturday, September 4th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Frances Mary Addorisio
by her sister Rose Anne
Sunday, September 5th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
by their daughter MaryAnn Michaelian
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Carli Jay Norton
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

August 28 - 29, 2021
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” (JAMES 1:22) It’s easy to
understand the definition of stewardship – living a grateful and generous
life. The hard part is doing it! How do your actions reflect God’s
word? Do you share your time in prayer with God? Do you use your
talent to help those in need? Are you generous with your financial
resources? If not, what are you waiting for?
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 35:4-7
Second Reading James 2:1-5
Gospel Mark 7:31-3

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES STILL NEEDED – Catholic Charities has
reached out to ask our help with
needed supplies for students.
“Like every year, the Back to
School Program is important. Each
fall, the school supply lists grows,
and families struggle to find a way
to ensure their children have the
necessary items required. Our goal is to give children a sense of
normalcy and to be on the same footing as their peers by
providing them with vital supplies. We thank you for your help.
These supplies benefit K – 12 students throughout our service
area.”
•
•
•
•

Erasers, Colored Pencils, Crayons, Markers
Highlighters, Filler paper wide rule, 2-Pocket Folders
1-2 inch Binder, Glue sticks, Pencils
Dry Eraser Marker, Rulers, Scissors

If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
NEXT weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the hands
of the young students who are in need. Thank you, any items are
appreciated and will be put to good use.
Reminder: please do not tape your giving envelopes closed. It is
very hard to open them without destroying the envelope. Thank
you.
Weekly Offerings - Have you been making up missed envelopes
or weeks absent? We recognize and appreciate that many of you
do! Did you know that you don’t need to send in the actual missed
envelopes with your donations? Your cash or check can be placed
in the most recent giving envelope or any envelope and mailed or
turned in at Mass. You do not have to fill separate envelopes or
include the empty ones as part of your “packet” of giving.
Donations are posted to the date you submit them, not the older
ones. In addition, if you have other “extra collections” to include
please be specific with how much you intend for those, and we
will do the rest! We hope that this information will make it easier
for you when you “make-up” a donation through mail or in person.
Thank you.

Dear Friends,
On this Gospel, Mark addresses the question of which Jewish practices would also be observed in the newly
emerging Christian community. This was a significant question for the early Christian Church, especially in communities
that included both Jewish and Gentile converts to Christianity. We also hear this question addressed in the letters of
Paul with regard to table fellowship. In Gospel passages such as the one today, we see the Gospel evangelists finding
justification for a Christian practice distinct from Judaism in the remembrances of Jesus’ teaching and the practice of his
first disciples.
Jesus first criticizes the Pharisees for putting human tradition above God’s Law. Here, Jesus is referring to the
tradition of the elders, the teachings of the Pharisees, which extended the ritual-purity laws of Temple worship to
everyday Jewish life. Jesus criticizes the Pharisees for making this tradition equal to and as binding as the Law of Moses.
Next, Jesus comments on the meaning behind the Pharisees’ language of holiness clean and unclean. Jesus
teaches that a person is not defined by the food that enters his or her body, but rather by sin that emerges from his or
her words and actions. In this teaching, Jesus unmasks a deeper question behind the one posed to him by the Pharisees.
The real issue is holiness, which is not found in external acts alone. Holiness comes from within and is evidenced in the
actions and attitudes that emerge from a person’s life.
If we read today’s Gospel carefully, we will see a pattern in Jesus’ teaching method that will be repeated in the
weeks ahead. Jesus’ first teaching is directed to the Pharisees who questioned him. Jesus’ words are then directed to the
crowd, teaching that a person is defined by his or her words and actions, not by the food that he or she eats. In verses
omitted in today’s reading, we learn that Jesus returned home with his disciples, who in turn questioned him about
what he had taught. The words we read at the conclusion of today’s Gospel are addressed to Jesus’ disciples. Mark’s
narrative shows several audiences for Jesus’ teaching: his antagonists, the crowds, and Jesus’ disciples. As we see in this
reading, the words to the Pharisees are often words of challenge. The teaching to the crowds is often a general,
sometimes cryptic, message. With the disciples, who often misunderstand Jesus’ words, further explanation is offered
about his message and its meaning.
Jesus’ words challenge us as well. In our desire to show that we are holy, we might also give too much credence
to externals, following rules without thinking about the intention behind them. Jesus reminds us that we do not make
ourselves holy by our actions. Rather, we become holy when we allow God’s Spirit to transform us. Our actions should
be an expression of the conversion of our hearts to God and to God’s ways.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Our Lady of the Lake Annual Bazaar - All are welcome to the Our
Lady of the Lake Bazaar on Friday, September. 10 from 5 - 10
pm and Saturday, September. 11 from Noon - 10pm. Features:
Kids Alley, homemade pie and ice cream, games and prizes,
raffles, fresh food booths, White Elephant booth and so much
more! Located at 1400 Main Street (Rt 13) North Leominster.

We have free copies of September’s Magnificat. These are
located at the entrance of the church and are on a first come
first served basis. They are a great way to increase daily prayer.
If you like the prayer book, Magnificat is offering special 3month trial subscriptions in English or Spanish for just $10 and
to MagnifiKid for just $5! These offers are for new and returning
subscribers and are available at www.magnificat.com/trial .

Orders processed during August begin with the October issue—
perfect to follow the September copies made available to you.
Please also know that print subscriptions include immediate
digital access to the content of Magnificat online and via the
Magnificat App.
Preparing for the Final Journey Home - St. Mary, Uxbridge is
offering a three-part series on Monday, September 13, 20 and
27 from 6:30 pm – 8 pm in the Parish Hall. It will help you begin
a discussion with your loved ones regarding your final wishes,
all from a Catholic viewpoint. Each evening will begin and end
with prayer and will include a panel of experts on spiritual care,
medical care and legal care planning. At the end of the evening
there will be an opportunity for questions. We are always
planning special occasions in our lives but avoid planning for
the inevitable passing from this life to the next. As Catholics, we
should consider our passing a celebration of our life on earth
and the joyful passing on to eternal life with the Father. Having
your wishes prepared alleviates much confusion and pain for
your loved ones when the inevitable comes. There is no cost for
the series, but registration is required. St. Mary Church is
located at 77 Mendon Street, Uxbridge. For questions, contact
Diane Moriarty at 508-278-2226 or Mary Ellen Bartlett at 508779-0020. To register or to learn more, visit
www.stmaryuxbridge.org/final-journey-home.

