Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Saint Anthony School

Weekdays 9-3 (closed Thursdays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Thursdays)
978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

123 Salem Street
978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Permanent Deacon

Marianne DiConza, Secretary/Receptionist
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian
Prayer Line
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706
High School Ministry
youth@stanthonyfitchburg.net

John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org
Denise Schultz, Administrative Assistant
Denise.Schultz@worcesterdiocesek12.org

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays at 3:00-3:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. LeBlanc with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 5:00 PM (September through May)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 27th
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Frank Viola
Requested by Members of the
Madonna della Cava Society
Sunday, August 28th
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Antoinette Balducci
Requested by the Macchio family
10:30 AM

Mary Ann (Sacino) Fuhs (Anniversary)
Requested by her family

Monday, August 29th
The Passion of St. John the Baptist
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, August
7:00 AM

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their
inability to repay you." (LUKE 14:13 -14) We have a difficult time
with the concept of giving without expecting something in
return. Even when we give to charity we often want something
in return – a raffle ticket, a dinner, or a chance to play golf. Yet,
as Christian stewards we need to remember that the true
reward for our giving awaits us in heaven.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Wisdom 9:13-18b
Second Reading Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Gospel Luke 14:25-33

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

30th
Restored Health of Maxeem
Requested by her father Resa

Wednesday, August 31st
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, September 1st
7:00 AM
All Forgotten Souls
Friday, September 2nd
NO MASS
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
Saturday, September 3rd
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Norman Dupuis (25th Anniversary)
Requested by his wife Phyllis & family
Sunday, September 4th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Theresa Belli-Murchie
Requested by the Mercadante Trust
10:30 AM

August 27-28, 2016

Robert K. Saccone
Requested by Lucille Revolti

Sunday Evening Mass Time Has Changed
Sunday evening Mass will resume on September 11th but the
time has changed to 7 PM. Please make a note of this. Thank
you.

Religious Education Classes for Kindergarten – Grade
8 Begin Soon - For our second year we will be partnering
with St. Joseph Parish on 49 Woodland Street, Fitchburg for
Religious Education Classes. Through their efforts we are
able to offer parents two (2) choices of day and time to make
it more convenient for all families to plan their weekly
schedules and have their children participate in Religious
Education throughout their grammar school years.
Religious Education for grades Kindergarten – 8 begins on
Sunday, September 11th from 10 – 11 AM in St. Joseph
Church hall or on Tuesday afternoon, September 13th from 4
– 5 PM at the Madonna of the Holy Rosary Campus.
Information along with a registration form will be mailed out
to all parish families this week. For questions please call
Bette Brunell at 978-343-7281.

Info Session for LIFTED Youth Ministry
The St. Anthony's Youth Ministry invites parishioners ages
14-17 (and their parents) and 19-39 to learn more about our
reworked and revitalized program We will be meeting in the
church hall at 7 PM on Sunday, Aug. 28th. For questions
please email youth@stanthonyfitchburg.net. We hope to see
you there!

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Francesco Pennetti
by Liberato & Loretta DiVito

August 20-21, 2016
Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$2,661
$765
$3,426

PRAY! PRAY! PRAY!
With the recent tragic 6.2 magnitude earthquake and its
aftershocks in Central Italy, which rocked a string of small towns
early Wednesday at 3:36 a.m. (Italy time), August 24, killing at
least 120 people and wounding over 350 people, our prayers
go to the victims and their families who experienced this
devastation. This took place near Norcia about 55 miles
Southeast of Assisi.
Pope Francis expressed his sorrow about the disaster and
asked us for our prayers. We who have been spared such a
tragedy thus far, have a responsibility to pray for them and
respond in whatever way we can. Scripture reminds us that we
indeed are our brother’s keeper, and that we are called to act
with loving and prayerful hearts.
Also as we prepare to begin the school year at St. Anthony’s on
Thursday, September 1, we want to pray for each student that
they may be formed according to the mind and heart of Jesus
who shows us what it is to be fully human. We want each of
them to thrive and develop their skills and potential. This can
only be successful if we all participate in their education. Only if
we enter into partnership with parents, faculty, and staff will we
have a successful year that we can be proud of. Whether we
have children at St. Anthony School or not, this School is an
integral part of our Parish mission where we pledge to “offer our
hearts, our gifts and our time, as we strive to give witness to
Jesus’ command to love one another.” We can do this right on
our Parish campus. For we do not have two campuses, School
and Parish. Rather we form One Campus of Love under the
patronage of Saint Anthony. Let us pray hard for that Unity and
Love to reign in our hearts
Let us also pray in thanksgiving for the blessing of having James
Boulette, our seminarian for the summer. He has been a
wonderful presence with us, offering wonderful and thoughtful
reflections during the week, and one weekend; working hard
trying to get a new format for our youth group off the ground,
working with the core team of parishioners to develop the minds
and hearts of our youth in a solid Catholic environment; and
working with our local Knights of Columbus to continue their
good works. As Jim returns to Assumption College in Worcester,
let us continue to pray that he along with our other seminarian,
Ryan Sarasin, may be encouraged in every way in pursuing their
studies and discernment of their call to the priesthood.

- Fr. Leo
Prayer Shawl Ministry Resumes on Saturday, September 3rd
@ 10 AM at the Holy Rosary Campus. If you would like to join
the ministry, know of someone in need of a shawl or would like
to make a donation of yarn or money (100% of the donations
are used in the making of shawls and lap blankets), please call
Barbara Leger at 978-342-1546.

RETREAT BY THE OCEAN NOVEMBER 6-9, 2016
Fr. Leo and Fr. Ken Cardinale will again be giving a retreat in
Biddeford Pool, Maine, beginning Sunday evening, November
6th with supper and concluding Wednesday morning, November
9th with Mass at 11 AM. A $20 deposit will assure you of a place
for this retreat which will focus on Saint Teresa of Calcutta who
will be canonized a saint on September 4th. We will consider the
book based on her private letters called Come, Be My Light. The
paradox is that we become the Light of Christ for others by our
willingness to enter the darkness of faith. For more info, please
see Fr. Leo or call him at 978-342-4706.

SCHOOL NOTES
St. Anthony School Volunteers Needed – We are looking for
adults who have an occasional few hours a week to volunteer
in our fun, energetic school environment. If you are 21 and older
and looking to volunteer in your parish community, then this is
the place to be! St. Anthony School is looking to form a list of
volunteers to draw upon for duties that may include, lunch
monitors, recess monitors, occasional classroom or office
assistance and general help as needed. If you are interested,
please contact the new principal, John Diorio at 978-345-7785
or email him at john.diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org for more
detailed information and/or to add your name to our list. This
is a great opportunity to witness first-hand the environment and
be a part of the positive experience our young students have at
St. Anthony School. Very flexible scheduling of your time. Please
consider us!
CALLING ALL FITCHBURG VIETNAM VETERANS – The City of
Fitchburg Veterans Council is searching for ALL Vietnam
Veterans, whether you had boots on the ground, or were
support elsewhere, who joined the service from the City of
Fitchburg between the dates of November 11, 1955 – May 15,
1975. As part of the United States Vietnam War
Commemoration we will be having a special appreciation
ceremony in conjunction with our annual Veteran’s Day
Ceremony on November 11, 2016. You do not need to be
present in order to be recognized. If your DD214 has
FITCHBURG listed as your “home of record at the time of entry”
and your dates of service fall within the above dates, PLEASE
contact the Fitchburg veterans’ Services office at 978-8291797. If you do not have access to your DD214 we can help you
obtain it. Please help spread the word!

Banking and Online Giving

St.
Anthony Church is committed to
keeping in step with the latest
advances in technology. With that in mind we ask you to
consider electronic giving through NetCharge or bill pay through
your local bank. While electronic giving may not appeal to all of
you, some of you may appreciate having an alternative to
frequent check writing and the ability to add your parish and
diocesan donations as weekly or monthly automatic donations.
Please contact your local banking institution for payment
options or go to www.stanthonyfitchburg.net to check out the
NetCharge options, if you need more information, please call
the office.

Share Your Talents - Do you have a sewing or quilting talent?
Would you like to share - your talent with patients at the end of
life? If so, then AseraCare Hospice is looking for you! We are in
need of people to sew pillow cases and small quilts. These
handmade items bring so much joy and comfort to our patients
at the end of life. For more information, please contact Kim
Iannacci at or email at Kimberly.Iannacci@aseracare.com. or
call (508) 721-1219

Worldwide Marriage Encounter -- Jesus wants us to put
others first and to treat them with kindness, respect, love and
compassion. Allow Jesus to transform your marriage and show
you how to truly love your spouse. The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekends are on September 17-18 or October 2123. For more information, call Steve and Michelle O’Leary at 1800-710-WWME, visit our webpage www.wwme.org, or
facebook.com/Wwmema
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Smith-Mallahy-Masciarelli Funeral Homes

243 Water Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420
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381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Our Clinical Programs Include:

St. Anthony of Padua bulletin ad 2015_Layout 1 2/18/2015 9:44 AM Page 1

Brandon

Funeral Home
www.RollstoneBank.com
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(978) 343-4444
In loving memory of
John Morse

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420
CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

www.sarasinirrigation.com

Peace....
in our lives...today.
It’s up to you

Kim Morse, Owner
978.342-2888 • Fax: 978.345.0417
Email: kmorse@morseprinting.com
1121 Water Street • Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Gregory May
Funeral Director

www.champarealty.com
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75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086
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Available

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

