Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 21st
Vigil: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Carmello Lemmo
by his wife Louise
Deceased of the Mitola Family
by Peter & Linda Allaire
Sunday, August 22nd
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, August 23rd
St. Rose of Lima, Virgin
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, August 24th
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
8:00 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz
by his brother Juan & sister Rosa
Wednesday, August 25th
8:00 AM
Vito Gerante
by Dennis LeBlanc
Thursday, August 26th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, August 27th
St. Monica
NO MASS
Saturday, August 28th
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
David Papa
by his Auntie G
Joseph S. Altieri, III
by Nancy & Stanley Howe
Sunday, August 29th
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz
by his brother Juan & sister Rosa
12:30 PM
Parishioners

August 21 - 22, 2021
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
"If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will
serve…As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” (JOSHUA
24:15) When we commit to serve the Lord, we must be willing to become
a disciple in the work of the Lord. A disciple is a person who spends time
in prayer every day, joyfully participates in charitable works and
generously supports their local parish and Church mission. If we say we
serve God, we must actually do something and not merely talk about it!
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
Second Reading James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27
Gospel Mark 7:1-8.4-15, 21-23

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.

These are our August birthdays in order of eldest to youngest!
90+
Margaret Pancare, John Curran, Pauline Sala, Tee
Cummings.
80+
Anne Femino, Norma Brasili, Ellen DiGeronimo, Donald
Richards, Charlotte Ruberti, Ray Pindell, James O’Leary.
70+
Jane O’Leary, Richard Bussiere, Ann Parisi, John Russo,
Donna Lucci, Annette Rollo, Linda Roy. We pray that their year will
be filled with joy and peace and thank God for the lives they
touch.

Alivya Hernandez
Bridget Anne Owens
Declan Nicholas Person
were welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May they, along with their parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

Please pray for the soul of
Frances Mary Addorisio
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel first records the response of those in the crowd who are described as Jesus’ disciples. Just as the
larger crowd had struggled with Jesus’ teaching, these disciples also cannot accept Jesus’ words. Jesus is said to know
about their murmuring. He responds by acknowledging their unbelief and by reiterating that only those chosen by the
Father will follow Jesus to the end. John’s Gospel reports that many of those who had been Jesus’ disciples ceased to
follow him at this point. The number of people following Jesus dwindled from a crowd of more than 5,000 to only 12
people. And it is to these Twelve that Jesus now turns his attention.
Simon Peter’s response to Jesus’ question as to whether those closest to him will also leave, reminds us of the
reports of Peter’s confession of faith in the Synoptic Gospels. Peter announces, on behalf of all the Twelve, that they have
come to believe all that Jesus has taught about himself: Jesus is the one from God in whom they have found the path to
eternal life.
This conclusion of the Bread of Life discourse focuses on personal faith in the life of Christian discipleship. Each
person must make his or her own judgment about who Jesus is and in doing so determine the way of life that he or she
will follow. God’s grace invites us to be Jesus’ disciples, but each person must respond to the grace of God and confess
as his or her own the belief that Jesus is the one from God. This faith then commits us to the path of life, leading us to
eternal life.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Our Lady of the Lake Annual Bazaar - All are welcome to the Our
Lady of the Lake Bazaar on Friday, September. 10 from 5 - 10
pm and Saturday, September. 11 from Noon - 10pm. Features:
Kids Alley, homemade pie and ice cream, games and prizes,
raffles, fresh food booths, White Elephant booth and so much
more! Located at 1400 Main Street (Rt 13) North Leominster.
Fall Festival in Westminster - Welcome to the Fall Festival at St.
Edward the Confessor Church, 10 Church St. Westminster
on Saturday, September. 18 from 10am-6pm, Join us for a day
of bargains in attic treasures, jewelry/gems room, 10-15
craft/boutique vendors, grocery wheel, Eddie’s Auction &
theme baskets, raffles, and games. Chicken BBQ at noon. Free
parking. Attic Treasures (early bird entry at 9:30am - $5.)
Visit www.stedwardconf.org for details.
17th Annual St. Peter's Golf Tournament - The annual benefit for
St. Peter Parish, Petersham will take place on Sunday,
September 26th at Ellinwood Country Club, Athol. Paid
registration must be received before September 21st. $85 per
player and various sponsorship options available. for more info
contact Mike Schlosser at 978-249-6175.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES STILL NEEDED – Catholic Charities has
reached out to ask our help with
needed supplies for students.
“Like every year, the Back to
School Program is important.
Each fall, the school supply lists
grows, and families struggle to
find a way to ensure their children
have the necessary items required. Our goal is to give children
a sense of normalcy and to be on the same footing as their
peers by providing them with vital supplies. We thank you for
your help. These supplies benefit K – 12 students throughout
our service area.”
•
•
•
•

Erasers, Colored Pencils, Crayons, Markers
Highlighters Filler paper wide rule, 2-Pocket Folders
1-2 inch Binder, Glue sticks, Pencils
Dry Eraser Marker, Rulers, Scissors

If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
NEXT weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you, any
items are appreciated and will be put to good use.
Podcast on St. Anthony – Recently something showed up in the
church general mailbox. Much like you, we get a lot of spam.
Upon looking into this I discovered it was not spam at all. There
is a Catholic priest by the name of Fr. James Yamauchi who has
started a Podcast to tell short, true stories of models of virtue.
This is part of the email that was sent:
“Recently on our podcast, That's the Word, I told a story called
"Someone Forgot the Sermon" involving your patron, St.
Anthony of Padua. We think you and the parishioners at St.
Anthony will enjoy it Please go to the following to check it
out https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/someone-forgotthe-sermon/id1540449749?i=1000524735637
We tell stories like this one in Paul Harvey's iconic style every
Wednesday on That's the Word. These can be enjoyed by all
members of your family.” So I am passing this along in case you
might be interested.

