Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 19th
Vigil: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Pellegrino DiPiano
by the DiVito family
Sunday, August 20th
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Joseph A. DiConza
by wife Phyllis & family
10:30 AM

Louis G. Buratti, Jr. (9th Anniversary)
by his family

12:30 PM

African Community Mass

Monday, August 21st
St. Pius X, Pope
7:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, August 22nd
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
Deceased of Parisi & Perenzen Families
by Tony & Ann Parisi
Wednesday, August 23rd
St. Rose of Lima, Virgin
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Thursday, August 24th
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
7:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, August 25th
NO MASS
Saturday, August 26th
Vigil: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Carmello Lemmo
by his wife Louise
Sunday, August 27th
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Addorisio & Nitti Families
by Rose Anne Addorisio
10:30 AM

Richard Gerow (1st Anniversary)
by Judy & Danny Gerow

August 19-20, 2017
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.” (ROMANS
11:29) God has a special mission in mind for each of us.
He has given us the gifts we need to accomplish that
mission. We are called to be good stewards by using those
gifts to do the work that He has planned for each of us. If
we deny our gifts or fail to use them as God calls us to use
them, then some part of His work will be left undone.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 22:19-23
Second Reading Romans 11:33-36
Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The Madonna della Cava Members will hold a “wrap-up”
meeting on Monday, August 21st @ 6:30 PM in the church
hall.
Volunteer Appreciation/Cook-out
If you have volunteered for the church
(liturgy or office) in any capacity this past
year, the Appreciation Cook-Out is next
Saturday, August 26th beginning at 12
noon until 3 PM. Some of our many
volunteers include people from the
following groups: deacons; altar servers;
all Eucharistic ministers; lectors; all forms
of altar care; greeters; collectors; music
ministers; office helpers and collection counters. JOIN US!
If you did not sign-up and plan to attend, please call the
church office by Monday morning so we can have an
accurate count for meal planning.
Note: There will be a separate Appreciation Luncheon for
the Hospitality Committee, Finance Board & Parish Council
members on Saturday, September 10th. Details will follow,
please save the date.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Fr. Juan would like all
parents of children in grades 1-8 to know that we WILL be
having religious education classes for your children here at
the parish beginning in October. Registration forms will be
available online or in the back of the church. Please fill one
out and return them ASAP so we may begin to formulate
our new program. First Communion as well as Confirmation
Preparation classes will also be held HERE at St. Anthony
Parish. More information is coming. Again, please fill out a
registration form as soon as possible.

WEEKLY COLLECTION AUGUST 12-13, 2017
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Teresa & John Bizzotto
by their children & family

Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$3,464
$765
$4,229

Dear Friends,
I consider that one of the coldest words in any language is "outsider." That is, someone who is
excluded from a community or group. If you are an "outsider," someone has excluded you and said, in effect,
that you don't belong! That means there are those who consider themselves "insiders."
At the time of Jesus, the Jews considered themselves as chosen by God for His special favors. This
conviction kept them apart from all other groups. In today's Gospel, Jesus Himself told the Canaanite woman
that she was an outsider, and that He had been sent only to the house of Israel. But, because of her
persistence, He gave in and healed her daughter. He did this only to give the Jews a lesson
We wonder what the Jewish crowd must have thought! We wonder if they pondered the words of
Isaiah, which we hear read to us today as the first reading. This prophet tells them that “The foreigners who
join themselves to the LORD, I will bring to my holy mountain. For my house shall be called a house of
prayer for all peoples”.
What a challenge to us Catholics today who are sometimes too smug or self-righteous to share our
faith with other Christians and those of other religions! And sometimes even with fellow parishioners. How
many of us still think: this a Church only for Italians or French or Lithuanians, or you don’t belong to this
parish, or even worse: you are not married, or you are divorced: What are you doing here?
We must learn to open our hearts to all the "outsiders," even those of no religion, and those who have
left another religion, those whom we find it difficult to love. We must not let timidity or pride or even fear
hold us back. To drag our feet is to risk going against Jesus' own prayer before He died on the Cross: "that
they all may be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that the world may believe that you sent me."
Let us welcome one another as Jesus has welcomed us.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan S. Ramirez
BUS TRIP TO BOSTON’S NORTH END –For those of you
who have paid your $25 round-trip bus fee, please note
the following important information: The bus will leave
from the school parking lot on Sunday morning, August
27, with boarding from 8:30 - 8:45 AM. Please be prompt.
The bus will not wait for you. We will return to the school
parking lot at approximately 6:00 PM. Please contact
Patty Vacca-Martin at 978-345-5936 or Elena Valeri at
978-413-2137 with questions. Wishing all of you a fun
filled day as you celebrate the Feast of St. Anthony!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - Help increase your faith
in your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are
September 16-17 in Medway, MA and October 21-22 in
Contoocook, NH. For more information, visit us at
https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary
at 800-710-9963.
Women of Faith - Morning of Prayer - “Finding Balance in
a Busy Life: Looking at the Figures of Martha & Mary” will
be offered on Saturday, Aug. 26 from 9:30 am – 1 pm at
St. Anne’s Convent, 720 Boston Post Road East,
Marlborough. Presenter is Marina McCoy, Ph.D. is a
philosophy professor, spirituality writer, and prison
volunteer. It will begin with “coffee and” followed by a brief
presentation, prayer, personal reflection, and discussion.
A registration fee of $10.00 is paid at the door. Preregistration was expected by August 17. To pre-register,
please e-mail womenoffaithssa@gmail.com or phone Ann
Williams at 508-481-8176.

Local Job Opportunity – Woodworkers are needed for a
local shop on Crawford Street in Fitchburg. Experienced
shop help is preferred but they are willing to train the right
individuals. Email Nancy.sterlinggym@gmail for more info
and to setup an interview.
Notre Dame Preparatory School in Fitchburg is accepting
new students in grades 5-12 for the upcoming school year
(2017-2018). The school has a comprehensive,
challenging and individualized academic program
specializing in advanced mathematics, English, writing
and literature. Athletics and multiple extracurricular
activities are also important components of the school.
Tuition is $2,000. per year. For more information please
contact Connie Verge at actionlearning_cv@comcast.net
Upcoming Cursillo Weekends - Cursillo or "short course in
Christianity" is an uplifting and educational
experience. The weekend is facilitated by a team of
laypeople and clergy who deliver organized talks and
discussions. Our final 2017 date for Women is October
12-15 and the next date for Men is February 22-25, 2018.
All weekends will be held at the Immaculate Conception
Spiritual Renewal Center in Putnam, CT. For additional
information, please contact Sue Leighton at 508-2783155 or sleighton1958@gmail.com.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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www.djcarpentry.com
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