Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Abbreviated
Office Hours:
Monday –– Wednesday
Thursday 9-3
Monday
9-1(closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 1st
Vigil: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Fr. Bob Bruso
by St. Anthony Parishioners
Sunday, August 2nd
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Mary Mickleson
by Rene Berube & family
12:00 Noon
BAPTISM: Michael Angelo Cardinale
12:30 PM
Parishioners
3rd

Monday, August
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan away
Tuesday, August 4th
St. John Vianney, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan away
5th

Wednesday, August
The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan away
Thursday, August 6th
The Transfiguration of the Lord
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan away
Friday, August 7th
St. Sixtus II, Pope, & Companions; St. Cajetan, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
8th

Saturday, August
Vigil: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Francis “Fran” LeClair
by a Friend
M. Joseph Battista
by his wife Gerry & family
Sunday, August 9th
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Rev. Robert D. Bruso
by Louise Lemmo
10:30 AM
In Honor of the Madonna della Cava
by the Society Members
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

August 1 - 2, 2020
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Jesus said to them,’ There is no need for them to go away; give them
some food yourselves’.” (Matthew 14:16) This is what Jesus said right
before he fed the five thousand men. How often do we really place our
trust in Jesus when the situation looks grim? With Jesus, no gift is too
small or insignificant when offered with love. But, we have to do our part.
We should trust that Jesus will provide all that we need. We need to
believe that Jesus has a better plan in store for us.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 55:1-3
Second Reading Romans 8:35, 37-39
Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Building & Maintenance Collection will be taken up at all Masses
next weekend. Please bring or mail in your envelopes. Thank you.
The Church Office is open with abbreviated hours of Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday from 9:00-1:00 pm.
Fr. Juan will be away through Friday, August 7th. There will be NO
weekday morning Mass in Fathers absence. Our annual rug &
pew cleaning will take place during this time Please plan
accordingly.
Weekend Mass continues to be livestreamed on Facebook at 4
pm on Saturday as well as broadcast on FATV each Sunday at 2
pm on Comcast Ch. 8 & Verizon Ch. 35
The Mass Intention Book is now open for the months of July –
December 2020. Phone requests can be done anytime during
regular office hours. Only four (4) weekend Masses are allowed
for the entire year in order that everyone has equal opportunity
to schedule a Saturday or Sunday Mass. There are plenty of
weekday 8:00 am Masses available.
Please Return Your Rice Bowls –We ask you to return
your Rice Bowls to the sacristy
before/after Mass or to the church office
during regular office hours. If you did not
use the Rice Bowl but would like to make
a donation to CRS please drop a check in the collection basket,
be sure to put Rice Bowl in the memo area. We realize that we
are collecting the “bowls” much later than usual but like so many
things, it is due to the COVID19 issues. All money collected goes
directly to Catholic Relief Services. Thank you!
Please consider St. Anthony Parish when
making a monetary donation in memory of a
loved one. Checks can be made payable to
St. Anthony Church and include “IMO” in the
note area. We will acknowledge your gift and notify the family of
your donations. A special thank you to those families who chose
to honor their loved ones by suggesting donations to St. Anthony
Church and also to those individuals who have contributed at the
request of the family.

Dear Friends,
How do you treat those who make unexpected demands on you? When Jesus and the disciples sought a lonely
place to regroup and rest, they found instead a crowd of more than five thousand people waiting for them! Did they
resent this intrusion on their hard-earned need for privacy and refreshment? Jesus certainly didn't but welcomed
them with open arms. Jesus put human need ahead of everything else. His compassion showed the depths of God's
love and concern for all who are truly needy. Jesus gave the people the word of God and he healed them physically as
well as spiritually. We can never intrude upon God nor exhaust his generosity and kindness. He is ever ready to give to
those who earnestly seek him out. Do you thirst for his saving word and for his healing power?
Why did Jesus command his disciples to do what seemed impossible – to feed such a large and hungry crowd
when there were no adequate provisions in sight? Jesus, no doubt wanted to test their faith and to teach them to rely
upon God for their provision. The signs which Jesus did, including the miraculous feeding of the five thousand
signified that God the Father had indeed sent his only begotten Son as the anointed Prophet and King for his people.
Jesus' feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle recorded in all four gospels. What is the significance of this
miracle? The miraculous feeding of such a great multitude pointed to God's provision of manna in the wilderness for
the people of Israel under Moses' leadership. This food foreshadowed the true heavenly bread which Jesus would offer
his followers. Jesus makes a claim only God can make: He is the true bread of heaven that can satisfy the deepest
hunger we experience. The feeding of the five thousand shows the remarkable generosity of God and his great
kindness towards us. When God gives, he gives abundantly. He gives more than we need for ourselves that we may
have something to share with others, especially those who lack what they need. God takes the little we have and
multiplies it for the good of others. Do you trust in God's provision for you and do you share freely with others,
especially those who lack?
"Lord Jesus Christ, you satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts and you feed us with the finest of wheat
(Psalm 81:16). Fill me with gratitude for your blessings and give me a generous heart that I may freely share with
others what you have given to me."
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
How to make a Spiritual Communion
Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act of
Contrition. Then pray on of the prayers recommended by the
saints for inviting Christ into your heart. Here is one by St.
Alphonsus Liguori:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you
were already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never
permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of receiving
Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordinary times it
can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
-Taken from the Catholic Free Press March 20, 2020 -

Partners in Charity – We did not
have the opportunity to do an “In
Pew Collection” for Partners in
Charity due to the closing of the
churches. We ask that if you
received any correspondence via
mail, please carefully consider
making a gift or pledge and send it in directly to the diocese.
Make check payable to Partners in Charity and mail to 49 Elm
Street, Worcester, MA 01609. Please note that you are from
St. Anthony FITCHBURG.
Thank you to those individuals who have collectively donated
$16,615 from 79 gifts towards our $48,000 goal, all through

direct donations! Last year we collected $31,935 from 136
gifts. There are 57 donors that gave last year but have yet to
make a gift. If you are among these or have never given, please
consider it. Thank you.
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that
you continue to contribute to the good works
of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic
Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries Pantry.
Our Parish will continue to support these ongoing collections.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations are
picked up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many
individuals and families rely on your donations. Please help
those in immediate need right in our own community.
Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone "Virtual"!
To support married couples during this time of social distancing,
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a virtual marriage
experience called Restore – Rekindle – Renew. This
Enrichment Experience will meet via Zoom for seven sessions
on Monday evenings September 14 to October 26 from 7-9:30
PM. Couples will explore their individual personality styles,
improve listening and communication skills, understand God’s
plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship
a priority. Registration is limited and a $50 application fee is
required. For more information call the O’Leary’s at 800-7109963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
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www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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