Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 31st
Vigil: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Open Intention
by
Sunday, August 1st
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Giovannina Gerante LeBlanc
by Dennis LeBlanc
10:30 AM
Umberto & Emelia Marchetti
& grandson James
by Mary & Sal Tantillo
12:30 PM

Parishioners

Monday, August 2nd
St. Peter Julian Eymard, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, August 3rd
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, August 4th
St. John Vianney, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, August 5th
The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, August 6th
The Transfiguration of the Lord
NO MASS
Saturday, August 7th
12:00 NOON
BAPTISM

Noah Michael Sawyer

Vigil: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Michelina Burt (1st Anniversary)
by her family
Sunday, August 8th
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz & Fenaida Ruiz (1st Ann..)
by their brother Jose & sister Rosa
Elaine Celona
by her husband Frank & family
10:30 AM
Madonna della Cava
by the Society Members
Renewal of Marriage Vows: 50 Years!
Terry & Patty Martin
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO The Robuccio Family
by Kathy Sicard

July 31 – August 1, 2021
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily portion; thus
will I test them, to see whether they follow my instructions or
not.” (EXODUS 16:4) When the Israelites gathered more than their daily
portion of manna, the surplus became wormy and rotten. In the same
way today, self-reliance, pride and ego leads to hoarding and excessive
surplus of goods and money. Living a stewardship lifestyle helps us
discern our “wants” from our “needs”. Living a grateful and generous
lifestyle reminds us that God will provide all that we need and that we
have plenty to share.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Kings 19:4-8
Second Reading Ephesians 4:30-5:2
Gospel John 6:41-51

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Summer Office Hours are in Effect:
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.

THANK YOU!!
Special Request Answered: To those of you who were previously
taping your weekly collection envelopes shut, thank you for listing
to our request. It is so much easier and efficient for the counters
of the weekly collections now that they don’t have to fight with
the tape
. Your attention to our plea is much appreciated!

Fr. Juan is returning on Friday evening, August 6th. During his
absence Fr. Enoch & Fr. Jean Brice celebrated the weekend
Masses. We thank them for serving our community while Fr. Juan
was away. Please keep them & all priests in your daily prayer.
Remember: there are no weekday morning Masses this week.
8 AM weekday Masses resume on Monday, August 9th .

Please join us in wishing
Deacon Sal Tantillo a happy &
blessed birthday. Deacon Sal
turns 70 on August 1st. If you
care to send him a note or card
please send to 37 Castle St.,
Leominster, 01453. If you know of someone who is celebrating a
birthday and would like to have us keep them in prayer, please
call and/or leave a message at the office.

Charles Steven Giacoppe
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
In today’s Gospel, there are four exchanges between Jesus and the crowd. In the first, the crowd, having followed
Jesus to Capernaum, asks a very matter of fact question: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” Jesus replies by naming their
motivation in pursuing him. They have been fed. Jesus acknowledges this yet, challenges them to see beyond the
fulfillment of their material needs. The crowds have followed Jesus because they have been fed. They ought to be seeking
out Jesus because he can give them eternal life.
As the second dialogue begins, it seems that the crowd might be on their way to accepting Jesus and his mission.
They ask: “What can we do to accomplish the works of God?” Jesus replies that they must have faith in the one sent from
God. But in the third dialogue, the crowd reveals their inability to see Jesus’ true identity. They ask Jesus for a sign so
that they might know that Jesus is from God. How strange this sounds since Jesus has just fed more than 5000 people.
What more is expected?
But the crowd cannot see beyond the surface of the sign. They show this in their interpretation of the sign that
came from Moses. In their description, they identify Jesus with Moses, as if to say, as Moses gave the people manna in
the desert, give us a sign so that we will know that you are from God. They are looking to identify a prophet without
realizing that God is standing before them. Jesus corrects their misinterpretation, saying that the manna received by
their ancestors came from God. As God fulfilled their ancestors’ needs in the desert, so God has provided them with food
for eternal life. In the bread that they have received from Jesus, they have received physical nourishment and also
spiritual nourishment. Jesus wants the crowd to see beyond the surface to the One who provides true nourishment.
The conclusion of the dialogue reveals the crowd’s blindness. They ask for what Jesus has just told them they
have found: “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus answers plainly that he himself is the Bread of Life they seek. Jesus
himself is the Bread of Life who will satisfy every hunger and thirst. This is the first of several such statements found in
John’s Gospel. We understand these better when we remember that God revealed his name to the people of Israel as “I
am,” as Yahweh. Jesus is now claiming this name for himself. In the weeks ahead, we will see the offense that this gives
to the people.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Adoration in Gardner - Annunciation Parish is adding a period of
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Monday evenings at
Holy Spirit Church, 50 Lovewell St. at the request of a number
of parishioners. Everyone is welcome - including anyone who is
regularly attending Adoration in another parish or looking for an
additional weekly opportunity to spend with the Lord. Begins on
Monday, August 2 from 6 - 8 pm and will continue weekly.
Upcoming Cursillo Weekends - “Behold, I stand at the door and
knock…” It’s time to learn more about your Faith. It’s time to
experience what our religion can do for you. Jesus is waiting for
you, personally. Cursillo weekends are a wonderful, fun way to
give you a start on this journey. Two weekends are being offered
in 2021. A women’s weekend running from October 14-17;
and a men’s weekend running from November 11-14. Go to
www.fourthday.org and download an application today or call
Pam Hamilton @ 774-239-8909 for more information. You will
be glad you did!

Enjoy the summer but don’t take a vacation from prayer!

Chicken BBQ - Fitchburg Knights of Columbus will be having a
chicken BBQ on Sunday, August 22nd from noon until 2:00 PM.
Menu will consist of half a chicken, baked potato, corn-on-thecob, and coleslaw. Tickets are $12 and must be purchased in
advance. They are available at the Knights on Electric Ave. from
noon until 7:30 daily. DEADLINE for tickets is August 18th. NO
tickets at the door. All proceeds benefit Knights charities.
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE –
Catholic Charities has reached
out to ask our help with needed
supplies for students. “Like every
year, the Back to School Program
is important. Each fall, the school
supply lists grows, and families
struggle to find a way to ensure their children have the
necessary items required. Our goal is to give children a sense
of normalcy and to be on the same footing as their peers by
providing them with vital supplies. We thank you for your help.
These supplies benefit K – 12 students throughout our service
area.”
•
•
•
•

Erasers, Colored Pencils, Crayons, Markers
Highlighters Filler paper wide rule, 2-Pocket Folders
1-2 inch Binder, Glue sticks, Pencils
Dry Eraser Marker, Rulers, Scissors

If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
NEXT weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you, any
items are appreciated and will be put to good use.

