Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 6th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Lena Rajcula (1st Anniversary)
by her children Marie, Stephen & Christine
Sunday, April 7th
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Jonathan Perez
by his mother Sylvia Garcia
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza (11th Anniversary)
by his wife Marianne & family
12:30 PM
Open Intention
Monday, April 8th
7:00 AM
Theresa Belli-Murchie
by Jo Belli
Tuesday, April 9th
7:00 AM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
by their daughter MaryAnn
Wednesday, April 10th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, April 11th
St. Stanislaus, Bishop & Martyr
7:00 AM
Parishioners
Friday, April 12th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
7:00 PM

Lenten Mass

Saturday, April 13th
Vigil: Palm Sunday
4:00 PM
Nicola, Giuseppina & Gerald Volpe
by Ann & Florence
Emanuel & Louise Pagnotto
by their daughters
Sunday, April 14th
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
Joseph & Rita Morizzo
by their family
Joe Raimo
by Members of Madonna della Cava Society
12:30 PM
Open Intention

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Connie (DiNatale) Imprescia
by her family

April 6 - 7, 2019
Fifth Sunday of Lent
“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them
so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ…“ (Philippians 3:8) The first
commandment says that we should not put other gods before the Lord.
Sharing all of our gifts, our time in prayer, our talent in charitable works
and our treasure to support Church needs helps us keep God first in
everything. It helps us from putting other gods before God. It helps us to
use our gifts for the glory of God and not for our own honor.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 50:4-7
Second Reading Philippians 2:6-7
Gospel Luke 22:14-23:56

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Please join Fr. Juan for Lenten Mass on Friday, April 12th at 7pm
Simple Supper Donations came to a combined total of $810.
$365 was collected at the supper and an additional $545 was
received from those unable to attend. A check in the amount of
$1,000 will be presented to a local charity as our parish Lenten
sacrifice. Thank you to all who prepared, served, attended, and
donated. May God continue to bless you for giving of your time,
treasure and talent.
Attention ALL Mass Ministers: The sign-up sheets for the Holy
Week schedule have been placed in the sacristy. Please think
about what Masses you will attend and then consider serving at
one listed below. The schedule tends to fill fast so call the office
to check on availability and we will be happy to add your name.
Thank you.
To All Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound: Next week, Palm
Sunday, there will be cards, palms and plants for distribution to
those you serve downstairs in the Elle. Please pick them up after
Mass to deliver on behalf of Fr. Juan and the parish. Thank you.

Tuesday, April 16
LENTEN CONCERT
7 pm
Please join us in the church as the St. Anthony & Friends
Choir presents a concert of Lenten music. Come and prepare
for Holy Week. A reception will follow with light refreshments.
Anyone wishing to bake, please contact Patty at (978) 3455936 or Gail at (978) 342-6910.
EASTER TRIDUUM
The holiest three days of the year
Thursday, April 18 – HOLY THURSDAY
EVENING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Friday, April 19 – GOOD FRIDAY
PASSION OF THE LORD

7 pm

Saturday, April 20 – HOLY SATURDAY
EASTER VIGIL

7 pm

Sunday, April 21 – EASTER SUNDAY
RESURECTION OF THE LORD

7 pm

8, 10:30 & 12:30 pm

Dear Friends,
What a contrast between the cruelty of the scribes and Pharisees and the compassion of Jesus in today's
Gospel!
The scribes and Pharisees had no regard for the woman. They were only interested in using her to try to
trap Jesus. She was a pawn in their game of chess. They had no regard for the fact that maybe she did not initiate
the sin, perhaps it was the man. But Jesus is full of compassion. He restored the woman again, in two ways. He
restored her spiritually by forgiving her, telling her he did not condemn her, while also insisting that she not sin
again, and he restored her to society by saving her life. No one knows what Jesus wrote on the ground but some
people suspect Jesus wrote the sins of the scribes and Pharisees. Notice also that it was the eldest who went away
first. The eldest had committed more sins, those who had lived longer had more to be sorry about in their own
lives. The woman received forgiveness from Jesus and also received her life back again.
We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one. Jesus has eluded the
trap they had prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and the Pharisees who do not, in the end, claim to
be sinless and worthy of passing judgment. These Pharisees are not as self-righteous as the portrait found in the
parable of the pharisee and the tax collector.
Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one remaining to condemn
the woman, Jesus (the one who truly is without sin) sends the woman on her way, refusing to pass judgment on her
and exhorting her to avoid future sin. Jesus' response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us
about making judgment of others. It is a profound lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As sinners, we are all
unworthy to judge the sins of others and we would stand convicted by God for our transgressions. Yet Jesus, the
one without sin and thus our judge, offers us who are sinners his mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus'
compassion, we are sent to sin no more and to live in God's love and peace.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

St. Anthony Homebound Ministry is still in need of one more
Eucharistic ministers to bring communion to the residents of
the Highlands Nursing Home. The commitment is for 30 – 45
minutes once every three weeks, with flexible scheduling. If you
are interested, please call Rosalyn Piro at 978-502-1689 or
email homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net for more details. If
you would like to become a Eucharistic Minister, please speak
to Fr. Juan. We are always in need.

Easter Pasta Supper here at St. Anthony Church Hall on
Saturday, April 13th from 4:30 – 7:00. All are welcome! Adults
$7, children under 12 $5. Along with the traditional pasta
supper, there will be an Easter Bake Sale including some of the
following: ricotta pie, Italian cookies, breads, candies & egg
baskets. Join us as we fondly remember Joe Raimo…friend and
benefactor of the Madonna della Cava Society. Bring your
family and friends! This event is hosted by, and helps to
support, The Madonna della Cava Society.
We will begin collecting the Rice Bowls
next week, Palm Sunday weekend,
April 13th & 14th. Please bring your
donations to the church sacristy or
office, – we ask you not to put them in the collection basket
(they become too heavy). If you would like your donation added
to your contributions, please put your name on the “bowl” or
inside on a slip of paper. Remember, all money collected goes
directly to Catholic Relief Services to aid in their help to provide
food to those most in need.

2019 Partners in Charity Appeal
This past week direct-to-diocese donations totaled $345. Here
at the church, we received 8 additional envelopes amounting to
$1,725. The grand total to date is $18,4267 from 91
individuals/families. Please reflect on God’s great generosity in
your lives and respond with generous giving of your own.
Remember, you can pledge any amount, and have it spread out
over 10 months. Donations can also be mailed directly to the
diocese or made online. I am again asking that if you plan to
donate, please don’t wait. Many thanks to those individuals
who have answered the plea and donated or pledged.
ST ANTHONY SUPPORTS THE COMMUNITY
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is an ongoing
collection. It can be easy to unintentionally ignore this ongoing
collection because this notice is always in our bulletin. That’s
because the need never goes away. The food pantry is
accepting any non-perishable food donations, preferably, not in
glass containers. All items are collected every Monday morning
and delivered to St. Francis of Assisi Food Panty which offers
free food assistance every Friday to those in need. When
possible, could you bring just one item?
PERSONAL HYGIENE COLLECTION - “Head to Toe Personal
Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an
additional ongoing collection. Please bring an item or two when
you can and place them in the collection bins at the entrances
of the church. These donations will be picked-up once a month,
we will make an announcement, but you may bring your items
anytime.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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