April 5-6, 2014

Mass Intentions
Saturday, April

5th Sunday in Lent

5th

Vigil: 5th Sunday in Lent
4:00 PM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
Requested by their daughter MaryAnn
6:00 PM
In Thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit
Requested by the Nogueira family

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me, even
if he died, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will
never die. Do you believe this?.”
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7
Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel Matthew 26:14-27

Sunday, April 6th
5th Sunday in Lent
8:00 AM
Mary & James DiConza and son Nicholas & Elaine
Requested by Connie & Tony Tessi
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Aiesi family
Requested by Josie Cormier
5:00 PM
In Thanksgiving for the Life Teen Team

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS & EVENTS
Extra Collections

Monday, April 7th
St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest
7:00 AM
Joseph & Margaret Marrone
Requested by their daughters
5:30 PM
Gertrude Pochini
Requested by David Earls

Catholic Home Mission
Church in Latin America
Catholic Relief Services

$1,125
$1,066
$1,091

Daily Mass continues through Lent Monday through Friday at both
7am and 5:30pm for your convenience.

Tuesday, April 8th
7:00 AM
5:30 PM

Sarah Capodagli
Requested by Jo Belli
Deceased of the Cormier & Orlando Families
Requested by their families

Wednesday, April 9th
7:00 AM
5:30 PM

Parishioners
Giuseppina Volpe
Requested by their daughters Florence & Ann

Thursday, April 10th
7:00 AM
5:30 PM

Margaret & Joseph Marrone
Requested by their daughters
Florence Kingston
Requested by her sister Geneva & friend Anita

Friday, April 11th
St. Stanislaus, Bishop & Martyr
7:00 AM
Deceased of the DeCaria Family
Requested by Catherine DeCaria
5:30 PM
Sarah Celuzza
Requested by Joan Celuzza

Saturday, April 12th
8:00 AM

End to Abortion

Vigil: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
4:00 PM
Louis Buratti, Jr.
Requested by his family
6:00 PM
John B. O’Connor
Requested by his wife Helen

Sunday, April 13th
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
8:00 AM
Frances Celona & daughter Mary
Requested by Grace & Mario Zarrella
10:30 AM
Rita & Joseph Morizzo (Anniversary)
Requested by their family
5:00 PM
Gillian Lambert
Requested by her family

Please pray for the soul of
Joseph C. Joseph
who died this past week. May he rest in peace.

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA
Due to the late date of Easter this year, our annual St. Anthony
Novena begins Tuesday, April 15, which falls in Holy Week. Our
theme this year is “Joy in the Gospels.” Our novena preachers are:
April 15
April 22

April 29
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

June 3
June 10

Father Bob Bruso, Pastor
Father Guillermo “Memo” Ochoa, Associate
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary/Sacred Heart Parishes,
Gardner
Father Edwin Montana, Associate
Sister Rose Clarice Gadoury, Sisters of St. Anne
Sister Mary Naccarato, Sisters of the Presentation
Deacon Patrick Driscoll, St. Richard Parish, Sterling
Father Brian O’Toole, Pastor,
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary/Sacred Heart Parishes,
Gardner
Deacon Sal Tantillo
Father Hugo Cano, Associate
St. John Parish, Clinton

Tell your friends who are not from our parish but who make the
novena faithfully year after year.

Partners In Charity Campaign - Our annual In-Pew Sunday
collection for the Partners in Charity Campaign was conducted at all
Masses this weekend. If you did not make a pledge/donation please
consider one and drop it off in the collection baskets this coming
weekend. Prayerfully reflect on what you can do – this is a private
decision between you and God. Thanks to your contributions,
thousands of people received services through Catholic Charities,
McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys, Pernet Family Health Service, Office
of Marriage and Family, Catholic Schools and Priest Retirement. You
can make your gift by completing a pledge envelope available in the
church or online at www.partners-charity.net. In order for the diocese
to succeed and continue with their good works we ask all of you who
made a donation last year to match those donations and would be
grateful to have first time or donors who have perhaps skipped a year
or two step forward and make a pledge. You may recall, we did not
make our parish goal last year. Our parish goal remains the same $44,000.

Dear Friends,
Death is the ultimate human mystery. It certainly is everyone’s destiny. The only question is: Is death our final destiny or
is it the door to new life? Our own individual answer to that question determines our attitude toward the reality of death.
Because, as a society, we in the United States refuse to acknowledge that truth, we always try to deny the reality of dying. But try
as we might, we cannot avoid it. We invent new terms: “we lost so-and –so”; “so-and-so has passed on.” We can’t say “he died”
because we are afraid of the implications of that statement. Has this person been assigned to oblivion? Is life over? If so, then
death is a terrifying concept. Terrifying or not, it will come for us all and no amount of pretending it doesn’t exist isn’t going to
change things.
But if our answer in faith is that death is a painful separation for the loved ones but is the fulfillment of life on earth, then
we don’t have to deny the obvious. For those who believe, death is not the end. With courage and with hope, we face that moment,
trusting in God’s loving care.
Peace and good will,

Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge - Please consider supporting
fellow parishioner Jesse Mills and his fundraising Boston Marathon
run coming up April 21st by making a donation to the Dana-Farber
Marathon Challenge in any amount. You can make a secure online
donation at http://www.rundfmc.org/2014/jessem. If you wish to
donate by check please make it payable to "Dana-Farber Marathon
Challenge" and mail directly to Jesse at 185 Bishop Road, Fitchburg,
MA. You may also place your donation in a sealed envelope marked
“Marathon” and put it in the collection basket at any Mass. For
questions please call Jesse at 339-223-6283. Thank you to all of you
who have shown support to Jesse and his efforts to raise much
needed research money in this year’s “Dana-Farber Marathon
Challenge."

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
For the special intentions of all

IN OUR COMMUNITY
Conversation with Bishop McManus, on the Sacrament of Penance,
will air on Fitchburg TV 8 on Thursday, April 8th at 9:30am and 5pm,
Leominster LATV on Wednesday at 6pm, Thursday at 4pm and
Sunday at 9am.
Stewardship Note: “Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you
would believe you would see the glory of God?” (John 11:40) Many
of us say that we believe in God. We go to church on Sunday. We
volunteer for events at our parish. But when life gets hard, the
pressure is on, things aren’t going our way, do we really believe, do
we really put our trust in the Lord? When we live a life of gratitude,
being thankful for the gifts we have been given, we really do see that
God is providing all that we need.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY –
This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any nonperishable items you use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps
you could add one or two extra items?
Have You Thought About a Vocation to the Priesthood?
Come and learn more on April 11 & 12th at a 24 hour retreat
directed by Bishop Robert McManus for all high school age, college
age and older men. The retreat runs from 6pm Friday to 6pm
Saturday at the Immaculate Conception Retreat Center, Putnam, CT
(only 30 minutes from Worcester). No cost and transportation is
provided. Visit worcestervocations.com for information.

Good Friday Fish Fry at The British-American Club, 1 Simonds
Rd., West Fitchburg (Right off Westminster St., Rte. 31) on Friday,
April 18th from 5-8pm, $8 per person. Open to the public! Come
enjoy another delicious fish fry including large portions of fish, fries,
veggie, coleslaw and bread. Eat in or take outs will be available. We
also have available a donation box for "Justice for Jeremiah" a
fundraiser in our community to help with the purchase of a
memorial bench in Jeremiah Oliver's name and the fight against child
abuse. Jeremiah has been missing since September 17, 2013 from
Fitchburg.
Spring Benefit Concert to be held at the YMCA, 55 Wallace
Avenue, Fitchburg on Saturday, April 12th from 3-4pm. Scheduled
appearances include the Johnny Appleseed Barbershop Chorale,
Atlantic Union Choir, classical and folk guitar selections by Raphael
Rodrigis, the Dance Troupe from “Just Dance” in Gardner and other
musical surprises. Tickets will be sold at the door, $10 adults and $5
seniors with the proceeds to help Maddie, a young child with
Leukemia, and her family at this difficult time. For more information
please call Cecile at 978-345-1085.
“British Landscapes Tour” - St. Leo’s Parish, Leominster, in
conjunction with Collette Vacations will sponsor a “British
Landscapes” Tour from October 16-25, 2014. It will begin in London
and then on to the countryside for visits to Cambridge, York,
Edinburgh (Scotland), the Cotswolds, Stratford-upon-Avon and
Wales. Cost is $3,399 p.p.d.o. if booked before April 16th. Contact
Msgr. Doran at 978-537-7257 for more information.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - In today’s Gospel, Jesus said,
“Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
God wants so much for your marriage. Take time to reflect, renew
and re-energize your marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekends on June 20 - 22, September 19 - 21, and
October 17 - 19. For more information call Jim and Elaine Richard
at 1-800-710-9963 or visit our webpage at www.wwme.org
The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you
of the Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are
aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay
minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to report the
matter to the Diocese of Worcester. The report can be made by
phone, contact Frances Nugent, Director of the Office for Healing and
Prevention, (508) 929-4363 or in writing, and sent to Office for
Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA 01609.
Please remember to return your Rice Bowls to the sacristy or church
office. Do not place them in the collection baskets, they are too
heavy. Thank you!

