Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 3rd
Vigil: Easter Sunday
4:00 PM
Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 4th
Easter Sunday
10:30 AM
RESSURECTION OF THE LORD
12:30 PM

African Community Mass

Monday, April 5th
8:00 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
Tuesday, April 6th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, April 7th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, April 8th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, April 9th
No Mass
Saturday, April 10th
Vigil: Divine Mercy Sunday
4:00 PM
Lawrence Badagliacca & Joseph Marabello
by their families
Sunday, April 11th
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
Mario & Grace Zarrella
by Norman & Carol Boudreau
Paula Gaudet (1st Anniversary)
by her husband Bob
10:30 AM
Open Intention
12:30 PM

African Community Mass

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
For America & Family
by a Devotee

April 3 - 4, 2021
EASTER SUNDAY
"Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.” (COLOSSIANS 3:2) On
this day we thank God for His Son, Jesus, who died, rose, and opened
the gates of heaven for us. We celebrate and sing “Alleluia.” Let’s try to
keep the joy of this Easter season in our hearts throughout the
year! Pray daily and listen for how God is calling each of us to joyfully
use our gifts to fulfill His salvation plan.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 4:32-35
Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6
Gospel John 20:19-31

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Easter Letter from Bishop McManus
“Imagine the joy of Christ’s grieving followers gathered in the
Upper Room when on Easter the Risen Lord suddenly appeared
and said, "Peace be with you." Their joy and peace at Christ's
Victory must have been unbounded as they recognized Him in
their presence.
But not all of Christ's followers shared that joy. Saint Thomas, who
was absent, experienced not joy but doubt. Two other disciples
after hearing of Christ's Resurrection, instead of immediately
joining the others, departed Jerusalem and were downcast. Even
when Jesus drew near and spoke to them of the Scriptures, they
did not recognize Him. Only in the breaking of the bread (the
Eucharist) did they recognize Him. Only then did they return to
Jerusalem to join the disciples assembled in the Upper Room and
share in the joy of Easter.
On this Easter Sunday, after a year of COVID isolation, when we
seek peace and joy amidst doubts and losses we can profitably
reflect on the importance of gathering at the Eucharist. As Jesus
came to the disciples gathered together in Jerusalem so, too, He
is most present to us, not in our individual reflections upon the
Scriptures, but when the Scriptures and Eucharist are celebrated
at Mass.
It has been a long year with necessary and prudent precautions
keeping many of us from Sunday Mass. Given the extraordinary
circumstances of the COVID pandemic, personal prayer, reading
the Scriptures and watching the Mass live-streamed have been
prudent choices for many. However, such choices are all inferior
to being present at Sunday Mass and receiving the Holy
Eucharist, which the Second Vatican Council proclaimed as the
source and summit of the Church. Like St. Thomas and the
disciples on the road to Emmaus, it is harder to recognize Jesus,
ward off doubts and avoid being downcast by the trials and
tragedies of life when we are not nourished by the Eucharist at
Sunday Mass.
As signs of progress in the COVID pandemic begin to give way to
hope for a return to a more normal life, and as vaccines become
more widely available, it may be time to begin to consider
prayerfully a return to Sunday Mass. Certainly, everyone needs to
consult family and doctors and use prudence taking into account
one’s own circumstances and health. Our parishes will continue
to require masks and social distancing and employ sanitary
precautions. As society moves towards reopening, may the Holy
Spirit guide you, along with prudent medical advice, in your
consideration about coming back to Sunday Mass in the weeks
and months ahead. With every prayerful best wish for a joyous
Easter, I remain…”

Dear Friends,
Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day meditation on the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. Our Gospel today tells
us about the disciples' discovery of the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us that they did not yet understand that Jesus had risen
from the dead. Thus, the details provided are not necessarily meant to offer proof of the Resurrection. The details invite us to
reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus and his Resurrection.
Each of the four Gospels tell us that Jesus' empty tomb was first discovered by women. This is notable because in firstcentury Jewish society women could not serve as legal witnesses. In the case of John's Gospel, the only woman attending the tomb
is Mary of Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic accounts, John's Gospel does not describe an appearance of angels at the tomb. Instead,
Mary is simply said to have observed that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been moved, and she runs to alert Simon Peter
and the beloved disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that Jesus' body has been removed, perhaps stolen. She
does not consider that Jesus has been raised from the dead.
Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the tomb, presumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved disciple arrives
first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Peter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as does the detail provided about the
burial cloths. Some scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths in the tomb offers evidence to the listener that Jesus'
body had not been stolen (it is understood that grave robber would have taken the burial cloths together with the body).
The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even having seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths, the disciples do not
yet understand the Resurrection. In the passage that follows, Mary of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him for the gardener. In
the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will show us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' Resurrection
through his appearances to them. Our Easter faith is based on their witness to both the empty tomb and their continuing
relationship with Jesus—in his appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit.
Happy Easter,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2020 yearly
giving, please call or email the office. These
statements will only be sent out upon request. All
statements requested to-date have been sent
out.
Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions - All are welcome to join
Annunciation Parish in Celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday on
April 11th at Holy Rosary Church 135 Nichols St. in Gardner.
Confessions will be heard from 2 until 3. The Chaplet of Divine
Mercy will be prayed at 3 p.m.
Volunteer Opportunity - Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New
England is recruiting nonprofit placement sites for the coming
(September to June) year. Ignatian Volunteers commit to two
days/week of service with nonprofit agencies working with
people experiencing poverty, injustice, or marginalization. They
are men and women, 50 years of age and older, in a 26-yearold program combining service and spirituality, supported by
Jesuits of the USA East Province. There is a modest partnership
fee. IVC volunteers are generally retired or semi-retired
professionals and have been actively serving in the New
England since 2009. IVC New England volunteers work in
Worcester, Boston, Providence and surrounding communities.
For more information, contact IVC New England Regional
Director Dave Hinchen at newengland@ivcusa.org, and check
out the attachments accompanying this email.

Volunteer Cook & Helpers Needed - Our Father's Table feeding
ministry, located at Faith Christian Church, 40 Boutelle St.
Fitchburg, is looking for a volunteer lead cook and a cook’s
helper for our Thursday suppers. Hours on Thursdays are from
1:00 PM to 5:30 PM. Cooking experience is helpful but not
required, training will be provided. All food items to be prepared
are on site and menus are pre-arranged by our food coordinator
Food safety regulations are required to be followed. If you are
interested or know someone who may want to help to feed the
hungry, please call David Sciabarrasi at 978-874-5270 or send
email to: david.sciabarrasi@comcast.net.
Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to
so many people during this pandemic. Your
pledge or one time gift is a tangible way
to be a ‘face of Christ’ to the world
through your support of the 26 agencies
and ministries which rely on this appeal
for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in the joy of
bringing hope into the lives of those we serve. If you received a
letter in the mail, please respond by sending your gift directly to
Worcester. An additional method: Text giving is hands down the
easiest and most secure way to give. If you know how to send a
text message, you can make a gift to Partners in Charity in
seconds on your phone. Best yet, our parish will receive credit!
Text donate to 84576. In addition to giving, you can also view
the 2021 appeal video. You can also make your gift online at
partners-charity.net. Thank you for your continued support!

Please pray for the soul of
Therese Dubey
May God grant her family peace.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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