April 19-20, 2014

Mass Intentions
Saturday, April

Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of the Lord

19th

Easter Vigil: Resurrection of the Lord
7:30 PM
Parishioners

“For they did not yet understand the Scripture
that He had to rise from the dead.”

Sunday, April 20th
Easter Sunday: Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 AM
Parishioners
10:30 AM

Parishioners

12:30 PM

African Community Mass

Monday, April 21st
Patriots Day
8:00 AM

Deceased of the Maida family
Requested by Catherine DeCaria

Tuesday, April 22nd
7:00 AM
7:00 PM

Carmello Lemmo
Requested by his wife Louise
St. Anthony Novena Week 2
Preacher: Fr. Guillermo “Memo” Ochoa

Wednesday, April 23rd
7:00 AM
5:30 PM

Theresa Belli-Murchie
Requested by Louise Lemmo
Deceased of the Marabello & Thibodeau families
Requested by the Macchio family

Thursday, April 24th
7:00 AM

Angela Scaficchia
Requested by her daughter Donna & son Jim

Friday, April 25th
7:00 AM

For all who suffer with severe depression

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel John 20:19-31

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS & EVENTS
Prayer Shawl Ministry – meets on Saturday, May 3rd from 10-12
noon at Ann Parisi's home. For more information call 978- 342-9498.
Not a knitter? Donations of yarn will gladly be accepted.
Mark your calendars – The combined meetings of the Parish Council
and Parish Finance Committee will be held on Wednesday, May 14th
at 7pm in the church hall. Come share your concerns for our parish
and get the facts on plans for the new community center. It’s YOUR
parish, stay informed!
Last Call for Rice Bowl Returns! Please remember to return your
Rice Bowls to the sacristy or church office. Do not place them in the
collection baskets, they are too heavy. If you would like your donation
recorded then place your name on a paper inside the box or write it in
marker on the box. Thank you!

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA
Our annual St. Anthony Novena has begun. Our theme this year is
“Joy in the Gospels.” Our novena preachers are:
April 22

Saturday, April 26th
Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Easter – Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
106th Anniversary of St. Anthony Parish
4:00 PM
6:00 PM

Letizia Pennetti (Anniversary)
Requested by the Pennetti family
Rita Maillet (1st Anniversary)
Requested by her family

Sunday, April 27th
2nd Sunday of Easter – Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
Michael Antonio Orlando (9th Anniversary)
Requested by his mother & family
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza (6th Anniversary)
Requested by his wife Marianne & family
5:00 PM
Gloria LeClair
Requested by her husband

Please pray for the soul of
Phyllis Kenney
who died this past week. May she rest in peace.

April 29
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

June 3
June 10

Father Guillermo “Memo” Ochoa, Associate
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary/Sacred Heart Parishes,
Gardner
Father Edwin Montana, Associate
Sister Rose Clarice Gadoury, Sisters of St. Anne
Sister Mary Naccarato, Sisters of the Presentation
Deacon Patrick Driscoll, St. Richard Parish, Sterling
Father Brian O’Toole, Pastor,
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary/Sacred Heart Parishes,
Gardner
Deacon Sal Tantillo
Father Hugo Cano, Associate
St. John Parish, Clinton

Tell your friends who are not from our parish but who make the
novena faithfully year after year.

We Are In Need of Help for the Annual Rose
Drive. The annual Rose Drive will be held on
May 10 & 11th after all Masses but we are in
need of volunteers to collect the $1 donation for the roses after the
Masses. If you are a young adult or older and you can help, please call
the office at 978-342-4706 as soon as possible. It only takes 10-15
minutes after Mass. If you’re planning to be there anyway, why not
consider helping out? All proceeds benefit the Mass Citizens for Life
pro-life efforts.

Dear Friends,
Sometimes when we thing winter is finally over with and we have entered into spring, we get a little surprise like
Wednesday morning. Sometimes when we think that the Lent of our hearts is finally over and we have entered into perpetual
Easter joy, we have a setback in our family or our health or our spiritual life. The truth is that our spiritual journey never follows
in a straight line. We go from Calvary to the empty tomb and back again. Just when we think we’ve got it all together it falls apart.
Life is a series of Lents and Easters and everything in between, but in no particular order. Life comes at us in the most
unexpected ways, like a snowstorm after two days of 60 degree weather. We celebrate Easter joy today, not with the conviction
that sorrow will never again enter our lives, but with knowledge that for every Calvary and there is Resurrection and for the
believer, every story ends in the eternal life of heaven. That, more than anything else, is why today we sing, “Alleluia!”
Peace and good will,

Geneva (Gen) Orlando turns 90! - On Sunday May 4th
immediately following the 10:30 Mass, there will be a reception in
the church hall to celebrate the 90th birthday of Geneva
Orlando. The family would like to invite anyone who wants to wish
her a happy birthday to join this celebration. “Well wishes only, no
gifts please. Our mother has touched many lives in this community,
we take this opportunity to show her our love and gratitude." (Light
refreshments will be served.)

Partners In Charity Campaign - Our annual Partners in Charity
collection continues. This past week we collected $5,605 from 38
returns and have received notification of 25 direct or online gifts for
an additional $7,005. If you did not make a pledge/donation please
consider one and drop it off in the collection baskets this coming
weekend. Pledge envelopes are available in the church or you can
donate directly online at www.partners-charity.net. Prayerfully
reflect on what you can do – this is a private decision between you
and God. In order for the diocese to succeed and continue with their
good works we ask all of you who made a donation last year to
match those donations and would be grateful to have first time or
donors who have perhaps skipped a year or two step forward and
make a pledge. Our parish goal remains the same - $44,000.

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO James G. DiConza by his wife Marianne

IN OUR COMMUNITY
Divine Mercy Sunday at St. Bernard’s Parish at St. Camillus Church,
Fitchburg on Sunday April 27. Devotions will start at 12:30 with
confessions followed by Mass at 2pm, adoration and the Divine
Mercy Chaplet at 3pm, Benediction and veneration of the Divine
Mercy Image.
Old Fashioned German Supper! You are invited! Everyone is
welcome to the Spring Old Fashioned German Supper and Fair to be
held at the Trinity Congregational Church, 125 Rollstone St.,
Fitchburg, on Saturday, May 3rd from 4 to 7pm. A tradition in
Fitchburg for generations, with sauerkraut, German meatballs,
mashed potatoes, gravy, salad and bread served family style (all you
can eat). German pastry and coffee will be served for desert. Takeout meals available. You’ll have a great time! Adults - $11 children $5. Walk in, or for reservations call 978-343-4097.

The Montachusett Chorale will perform its Spring Concert on
Sunday, May 4th at 2pm in Tata Auditorium at Leominster City Hall,
25 West St. Our fifty member chorus will be accompanied by a
fifteen piece orchestra. The concert will benefit the Health Alliance
Complementary Care Center, Burbank Campus in Fitchburg. Tickets
are $12 in advance and $15 at the door. Ages 18 and under are
admitted free. For tickets call Colonial Florists, 534-9187.

4th Annual Bowl-a-Thon & Pasta Dinner in memory of
Craig Madigan. Come join us for a fun filled afternoon on Saturday,
May 10th, at Mason Bowling Center, 640 N. Main St., Leominster. It
begins at noon until 3pm followed by dinner at the Fitchburg Senior
Center, 14 Wallace Ave., Fitchburg. Pre-registration cost for bowling
and pasta dinner is $20 (if you pre-register by April 25th) which
includes bowling, shoe rental, t-shirt & dinner. $25 after April 25th .
Under 4 are free, 5-10 yrs. $7.50 11-17 yrs. $12.50. Pasta dinner
only is $10 at the door (doors open at 4:30). All proceeds to
benefit CRAIGS WAY INC. “Special People Helping Special People”.
Visit us at craigsway7@yahoo.com or Craigsway.org
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY –
This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any nonperishable items you use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps
you could add one or two extra items?
An Easter letter excerpt from Bishop McManus:
“Mary Magdalene had set out for the tomb in the pre-dawn
darkness laden with grief in her heart and spices to anoint Christ’s
dead body. It seemed that all her hopes and dreams had died with
Jesus on Good Friday. It also seemed that darkness, death and evil
had had their day and definitively triumphed. But on the third day,
when all seemed lost, Jesus Christ rose from the dead. The ultimate
triumph of God’s love, mercy and forgiveness brought joy to Mary
Magdalene and to all of Jesus’ disciples.
Today, even amidst our joys and hopes, darkness can cast
its shadow over our lives. It might be uncertainties about our
health, job security or retirement plans. We, too, may have been
misunderstood, falsely accused or unjustly abandoned. Perhaps our
own sins and mistakes have dimmed our hopes and dreams or we
are grieving the loss of a loved one. This Easter, as on the first
Easter, our encounter with the risen Christ can dispel the darkness,
overcome our fears and fill our hearts with joy. Christ is risen and
He has conquered sin and death for us!
After her encounter with the risen Lord, Mary Magdalene
ran to tell St. Peter the joyful news. Pope Francis reminds us that
our joy in Christ deepens when we spread the Good News to
others. I pray that the celebration of Easter may fill your heart with
joy. May that joy be deepened by your bringing the Good News to
those you encounter through your reflection of the love, mercy and
compassion of the Risen Lord.”

