Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 10th
Vigil: Divine Mercy Sunday
4:00 PM
Lawrence Badagliacca & Joseph Marabello
by their families
Sunday, April 11th
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
Mario & Grace Zarrella
by Norman & Carol Boudreau
Paula Gaudet (1st Anniversary)
by her husband Bob
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, April 12th
8:00 AM
Eugene Boucher
by a Friend
Tuesday, April 13th
St. Martin I, Pope & Martyr
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, April 14th
8:00 AM
Mary Theresa Salafia
by a Friend
Thursday, April 15th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, April 16th
No Mass
Saturday, April 17th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Emanuel & Louise Pagnotto
by their daughters
Nancy Flory (18th Anniversary)
by daughter Anita & Joe Carbone & family
Sunday, April 18th
Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Blackwelder Family
by Don & Teresa Pierce
10:30 AM
Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by their family
Walter Arsenault
by his sister-in-law Anna & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
For America & Family
by a Devotee

April 10 - 11, 2021
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
"The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one
claimed that any of his possessions was his own...” (ACTS 4:32) All that
we are and all that we have is a gift from God! Think of your family, your
friends, your life, your talents and your money – these are all gifts from
God! We aren’t really owners of anything, we are merely “stewards” of
the gifts God has blessed us with. We are called to be grateful and
generous with all of our gifts for the benefit of others.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 3:13-15; 17-19
Second Reading 1 John 2:1-5a
Gospel Luke 24:35-48

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our monthly
Building & Maintenance collection was
this weekend. If you are not physically
attending Mass and have not been
contributing to this collection by mail, we
ask you to please consider giving what
you can.
We continue to be thankful to those who have been faithfully
mailing in Weekly and Building & Maintenance offerings.
Remember, you can do this weekly or save a stamp and envelope
and send them in monthly! Also, your contributions can be from
one check. No need to send a separate check for each
week/collection. Either way you choose, please continue, our
parish relies on your support! THANK YOU.
Special Request: If possible, we ask that you please do not tape
your weekly collection envelopes shut. It is very hart to remove
the tape without damaging the envelope. Thank you!

Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so
many people during this pandemic. Your
pledge or one time gift is a tangible way
to be a ‘face of Christ’ to the world
through your support of the 26 agencies
and ministries which rely on this appeal
for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in the joy of
bringing hope into the lives of those we serve. If you received a
letter in the mail, please respond by sending your gift directly to
Worcester. An additional method: Text giving is hands down the
easiest and most secure way to give. If you know how to send a
text message, you can make a gift to Partners in Charity in
seconds on your phone. Best yet, our parish will receive credit!
Text donate to 84576. In addition to giving, you can also view the
2021 appeal video. You can also make your gift online at
partners-charity.net. Thank you for your continued support!
We ask you to return your Rice Bowls to the sacristy
before/after Mass. If you did not use the
Rice Bowl but would like to make a
donation to CRS please drop a check in
the collection basket, be sure to put Rice
Bowl in the memo area. Thank you!

Dear Friends,
The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples on several occasions after they discovered that his
tomb was empty. Part of the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as a spirit but in
bodily form. The bodily form was not one that the disciples recognized though. In John’s Gospel, Mary of Magdala does
not recognize that the figure standing before her is Jesus until he speaks to her. In Luke’s Gospel the disciples who
meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus do not recognize him until he breaks bread with them. The resurrected Jesus had a
physical presence, but the disciples couldn’t recognize Jesus unless he allowed them to. His resurrected body,
nonetheless, showed the marks of his crucifixion.
From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see that in his resurrected body, Jesus seems to be free of
physical constraints. He appears to the disciples despite the fact that the doors were locked.
Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus commissions
his disciples to continue the work that he has begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” During the meeting,
Jesus also shows the integral connection between forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The story of Thomas illustrates our Christian experience today: We are called to believe without seeing. In fact,
all Christians after the first witnesses have been called to believe without seeing. Thomas’s doubt is hardly surprising;
the news of Jesus’ appearance was incredible to the disciples who had seen him crucified and buried. Thomas’s human
nature compelled him to want hard evidence that the Jesus who appeared to the disciples after his death was indeed
the same Jesus who had been crucified. Thomas is given the opportunity to act on that desire. He is our witness that
Jesus is really risen.
Our faith is based on the witness of the Church that has preceded us, beginning with Thomas and the first
disciples. Through Baptism we receive the same Holy Spirit that Jesus brought to the first disciples. We are among
those who are “blessed” because we believe without having seen.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2020 yearly
giving, please call or email the office. These
statements will only be sent out upon request. All
statements requested to-date have been sent
out.
Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions - All are welcome to join
Annunciation Parish in Celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday on
April 11th at Holy Rosary Church 135 Nichols St. in Gardner.
Confessions will be heard from 2 until 3. The Chaplet of Divine
Mercy will be prayed at 3 p.m.
Volunteer Opportunity - Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New
England is recruiting nonprofit placement sites for the coming
(September to June) year. Ignatian Volunteers commit to two
days/week of service with nonprofit agencies working with
people experiencing poverty, injustice, or marginalization. They
are men and women, 50 years of age and older, in a 26-yearold program combining service and spirituality, supported by
Jesuits of the USA East Province. There is a modest partnership
fee. IVC volunteers are generally retired or semi-retired
professionals and have been actively serving in the New
England since 2009. IVC New England volunteers work in

Worcester, Boston, Providence and surrounding communities.
For more information, contact IVC New England Regional
Director Dave Hinchen at newengland@ivcusa.org, and check
out the attachments accompanying this email.
Volunteer Cook & Helpers Needed - Our Father's Table feeding
ministry, located at Faith Christian Church, 40 Boutelle St.
Fitchburg, is looking for a volunteer lead cook and a cook’s
helper for our Thursday suppers. Hours on Thursdays are from
1:00 PM to 5:30 PM. Cooking experience is helpful but not
required, training will be provided. All food items to be prepared
are on site and menus are pre-arranged by our food coordinator
Food safety regulations are required to be followed. If you are
interested or know someone who may want to help to feed the
hungry, please call David Sciabarrasi at 978-874-5270 or send
email to: david.sciabarrasi@comcast.net.
April is Child Abuse Awareness Month
Did You Know? Teach Kids to Protect Themselves at Home
We consider our homes to be safe places for our children. But
being home alone can pose risks for children. Here are a few
tips to teach kids that will help keep them safe when you are
not with them at home: Never answer the door if alone. Do not
invite anyone in the house without the permission of a parent
or babysitter. Don’t tell anyone on the phone that your parents
are not home. Instead tell them that your parents can’t come to
the phone, and take a message. (Source: “Know the Rules . . .
After-School Safety Tips for Children Who Are Home
Alone,” www.kidsafe.com.) For more tips, please visit
www.kidsafe.com. For particular help you may call Judith
Audette Director of Office for Healing and Prevention at (508)
929-4363.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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